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The release of the European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste 

Foundation’s Digital Newsletter means moving a step forward in the evolution of 

this emblematic institution and a manifestation of the interregional and 

international vocation that characterises this new stage of its history once the 

merger between the European Academy of Yuste and the Extremaduran Centre 

for Studies and Cooperation with Ibero-America took place. 

The global context that comes with this release is seamless, unclear and 

uncertain. In words of one of Yuste’s academics, Václav Havel, we live in a world 

where everything is possible and almost nothing is certain. The deep 

geopolitical, economic, demographic, social and environmental transformations 

that we have witnessed over the last decades have generated a mixture of 

mistrust, anger and anxiety in great segments of the world’s population. Europe 

and Ibero-America are no exceptions. 

What role can an institution such as the European and Ibero-American 

Academy of Yuste Foundation play under these circumstances? I do not attempt 

to have the answer or even argue that that there is a single way to address the 

question. I would, however, like to provide some elements to this discussion, 

hoping to contribute to a debate where I hope not only academics, pupils and 

former pupils will participate, but also members of the great community 

concerned about the future of Europe and Ibero-America. 

It is with great concern that we have seen the resurgence and deepening 

of rifts we considered surmounted in a significant part of the western world. The 

renewed importance of nationalist and ethno-nationalist cleavages as well as the 

worsening of protectionism and isolationism stoke the counterattack to 

globalisation and they nurture excluding rhetoric based on the fear of the 

“other” and in the interpretation of reality like a zero sum game, where some 

groups necessarily win and others necessarily lose. In this sense, two of the most 

urgent tasks ahead of us are: to preserve and open spaces where bridges may 

be built across diversity and to strengthen and expand spaces that recover the 

importance of evidence, science, and informed dialogue for long term policies in 

the pursuit of sustainable development. 

Yuste’s Academy has exceptional conditions to promote the exchange of 

insights in a space characterised by openness, pluralism, critical thinking and the 

systematic study of reality, respecting idiosyncrasies and knowing that we are all 

many things at the same time. That is what enables us to build inclusive 

identities based on the acknowledgement of our own complexity. 
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The production and dissemination of thought also confers Yuste’s 

Academy the power to put emphasis on strategic areas in order to attain a 

sustainable future. It is a cliché to say that humankind stands at a crossroad. 

Viewed from a certain angle, all the history of our species is a succession of 

critical junctures. In present circumstances, however, our decisions have 

potentially irreversible consequences. We have a window of opportunity that is 

slowly but surely becoming smaller to take powerful measures to mitigate 

climate change and accelerate the socio-ecological transition that will allow us 

to avoid the worse effects of the environmental crisis and to finally reach the 

eradication of poverty. That transition must go hand in hand with a deep 

transformation regarding the way we produce and consume; a rethinking of our 

relation with technology and a reinvention of our relation with nature. This 

requires institutional strength, democratic consolidation and social dialogue. We 

need a new socio-environmental contract that pays more attention to the 

externalisation of our actions and to the distribution of developmental gains. To 

reach that transition, new knowledge has to be generated as well as the 

construction of a new narrative that redefines success in inclusive and 

sustainable terms. Yuste’s Academy may be an extraordinary ally in carrying out 

both tasks. 

It may also be instrumental in empowering new voices and incorporating 

new actors into the debate. Humanity has registered commendable 

achievements during the last decades in terms of social inclusion; an aim equally 

shared by Europe and Ibero-America. That inclusion should be increasingly 

reflected in public debate and in decision-making, not just due to a democratic 

imperative, but also because the plurality of perspectives enriches conversation 

and improves the quality of public decisions. 

Finally, the most important point: I am convinced that much is done by 

the European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste Foundation if it commits to 

its mission of contributing to the momentum and consolidation of the existing 

linkages between Extremadura, Europe and Ibero-America. When numerous 

actors on the international scene seem to become specialised in burning bridges 

and interrupting communication channels, Europe and Ibero-America stand as 

two pillars in defence of multilateralism, dialogue, the search for consensuses 

and the defence of values underlying international order. Strengthening the links 

between these two spaces is strengthening the idea of a world governed by 

common rules and institutions, where not only strength but also cooperation and 

solidarity matters. 
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I am confident that the release of this Digital Newsletter will also be a 

reaffirmation of that commitment; a ratification of the principles upon which 

this institution is based and which the present much calls for. 

 


