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 The European Academy of Yuste was set up over a quarter of a century ago. 

On that already distant 1992, of so many commemorations, the World was very 

different to how it is in 2020; better or worse, but truly different. The distance 

between that yesterday and this today is greater than the merely chronological 

one, because they are separated by a phenomenon that has changed everything: 

the technological revolution of the Internet. However, let us first look into 

yesterday. 

 

 Yesterday, in 1992, Europe harboured illusions that may be somewhat 

dissipated today. The Treaty of the European Union was signed in Maastricht and 

with it the pillars of the political union were set and more Europe was 

encouraged; a better Europe as the stage for pacific coexistence between 

countries that annihilated each other decades before; a common purpose that, 

in words of our academic Václav Havel, headed towards the achievement of a 

“Europe without barbed wire, high walls, artificially divided nations and gigantic 

stockpiles of weapons, of a Europe free of ëblocs, of a European policy based on 

respect for Man and human rights, of politics unsubordinated to transient and 

particular interests”. 

 

 The European Academy of Yuste was one more tessera of the gigantic 

European mosaic that was being built and it took shape when the great idea of 

building an institution in Extremadura that gathered some of the brightest minds 

in Europe together came up. It was not meant to be a museum of celebrities, 

but rather a breeding ground that would nourish new generations of Europeans 

with treasured –even safeguarded- culture by many and among them, our 

academics. From the very beginning, our Academy took on the eagerness to 

contribute to the process of the construction of Europe through numerous 

actions within the areas of culture, research, education and social commitment, 

which are the best ways to achieve the dream sought by generations for 

centuries: a peaceful, prosperous, stable, free, democratic Europe, supportive 

with those who are more vulnerable and respectful of diversity; an organised 

Europe that is alive and that, aware and assuming the greatness and mistakes of 

its past, would confidently head towards the future as a time of pacific 

coexistence. 

 

 To review the list of Yuste’s academics is to go through the best of Europe 

over the last decades: writers and historians, such as Umberto eco (Italy), José 

Saramago (Portugal), Paul Preston (Great Britain), Manuel Fernández Álvarez 

(Spain), Antonio Tabucchi (Italy), Manuela Mendonça (Portugal), Joaquim 
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Verissimo Serrão (Portugal), María del Carmen Iglesias (Spain), Tzvetan Todorov 

(Bulgaria), Peter Shaffer (Great Britain) and Bronislaw Gemerek (Poland); 

intellectuals and scientists, such as Alain Touraine (France), Margarita Salas 

(Spain), Valentín Fuster (Spain), Hans Küng (Switzerland), Cardinal Franz Köning 

(Austria), Peter Piot (Belgium), Edgar Morin (France), Heinrich Rohrer 

(Switzerland), Ilya Prigogine (Russia), Gustaaf Janssens (Belgium), Ursula Lehr 

(Germany), Abram de Swaan (Netherlands), Reinhard Selten (Poland), Gilbert 

Trausch (Luxemburg), Edoardo Vesentini (Italy), Zsuzsanna Sandorné Ferge 

(Hungary) and Willem Frederik Duisenberg (Netherlands); Spanish and 

international political personalities, such as Juan Carlos Rodríguez Ibarra 

(Spain), Marcelino Oreja Aguirre (Spain), Václav Havel (Czech Republic), 

Federico Mayor Zaragoza (Spain), Gaston Thorn (Luxemburg), Martti Ahttisaari 

(Finland) and Monica Luisa Macovei (Romania); artists, such as Antonio López 

(Spain) and Inge Schoenthal Feltrinelli (Germany);  musicians, such as Mstislav 

Rostropovich (Azerbaijan), María João Pires (Portugal) and Franz Welser-Möst 

(Austria). Whichever their nationalities, all of them are and feel European and 

their ideas have contributed to the creation of a firm common awareness 

entrenched in our common values; in those values that are the best insurance 

policy for a future of peace and freedom. 

 

 This is how it has been during this time, where the Academy has turned the 

Monastery of Yuste into a place of physical and intellectual encounters of people 

coming from the most diverse corners; a space where ideas are pooled; where 

the academics’ wisdom and the youths’ enthusiasm to learn is joined on equal 

terms; a plural, free enclave, committed to reflect on the problems that beset 

European citizens and a valuable projection channel of Extremadura and Spain’s 

image abroad. 

 

 The second quarter-century of the Academy’s existence is marked by its 

openness to Ibero-America. Extremadura is a geographic and historical enclave 

between Europe and Ibero-America; a border region which is European and 

Ibero-American, as stated in the preamble of its Autonomy Statute. This is why 

the Academy should seek the connection point between these world regions 

through its reflections and its members’ contributions, in a task founded upon 

the pillars of loyalty, respect for the respective identity, mutual benefit and 

solidarity. Due to their deep knowledge of both realities, the Academy has had 

the honour to recently incorporate two personalities of enormous intellectual 

stature to its illustrious list of academics: Rebeca Grynspan (Costa Rica) and 

Ramón Jáuregui (Spain). 

 

 At present, the Academy needs to be renewed not only with the 

incorporation of new members, but also as far as its working method is 
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concerned. I began this text affirming that the real distance between 1992 and 

present time is greater than the sum of the years that have passed because the 

Internet has changed everything. Let us then allow this powerful tool at our 

disposal to revitalise the operation of the Academy. It is terribly difficult to 

physically gather all the academics together and even if it were possible it would 

be hard to make this happen more than once a year. Even if we could make all 

of them meet, the publication of their reflections could take time, thus running 

the risk of losing the freshness of immediacy. That is why we have come up with 

this monthly Newsletter of Yuste’s Academy, where we will include our 

academics’ and illustrious thinkers’ reflections, our students’ ideas –members of 

Yuste’s Alumni Network-, and the most relevant activities carried out during the 

month, with the firm intention of reaching the highest number of readers 

possible. 

 

 The European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste thus renews its 

commitment to keep being, tomorrow as well as today, a forum for debate, 

analysis, encounter and reflection on Europe and Ibero-America; on their 

institutions, art, culture, science, literature, economy, politics and fundamental 

rights. With Fray Luis de León’s permission, today we say that tomorrow we’ll 

say as we said yesterday. 

 


