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 We’ve heard it so many times that it’s already part of our lives. “Europe will not 

be made at once”, proclaimed Schuman, and those seven words sounded like glory in 

his day in the unfinished heat of a defeated, depressed, sad and pessimistic Europe. 

 The story that followed is well known. It was the exciting challenge of building a 

peaceful and united Europe, and the coal and steel production had to play a key role in 

achieving this. The use of both was necessary for the material reconstruction and its 

control was essential to avoid a bellicose use because – as Schuman said – “the 

solidarity in production thus established will make it plain that any war between France 

and Germany becomes not merely unthinkable, but materially impossible”. In this 

manner, the ECSC came into being and then the Europe of six, the Europe of nine, the 

Europe of ten and the Europe of twelve... and so on to the Europe of twenty-eight that 

remained at twenty-seven, a community that aspired to be a union forged through 

dialogue with endless political meetings covering agriculture, the environment, 

transport, telecommunications, free competition, the free internal movement of 

persons, capital and goods, a common foreign policy... Many impulses, many challenges 

to be met, some desertion but, in general, progress was made even in zig-zag. If 

Creation was completed in six days - the seventh was a day of rest - Europe was not 

going to be made in less time and that consolation comforted us. 

Juan Carlos Moreno Piñero 
 
Director of the European and Ibero-american Academy of Yuste Foundation 

Nota bene. – Due to the needs of the newsletter’s edition, articles are written at 

least two weeks before the date of its publication. The reader will understand that 

this article was written at the beginning of February, before the invasion of 

Ukraine by Russia, and that some of the aspects that are raised as conjectures have 

thus unfortunately become a reality. 
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UKRAINE 

 The project of a united Europe emerged as a vaccine, above all, that should 

immunise us against a future war which, given our history, could well be repeated. 

However, when the real possibility of a war has manifested itself through the first 

worrying symptoms, we dispirited find that the vaccine is ineffective. And it is not that 

the war virus has mutated because, with slight variations, it is always the same, suffice 

it to remember the 1938 Munich Agreement. The Sudeten region, belonging to 

Czechoslovakia, was then claimed by Nazi Germany under the pretext that the majority 

of its inhabitants were German-speaking and that it entered German territory. On 30 

September of that year the heads of government of Germany, Italy, France and England 

met to agree to satisfy the desires of the Third Reich to annex the Sudetenland, an 

agreement that would be the only way - claimed the unsuspecting Chamberlain and 

Dadalier - to avoid a war. While a serious agreement, the fact that it was adopted 

inaudita parte was even more so, that is, without the presence of the country 

concerned, Czechoslovakia, which was not allowed to take part in the negotiations 

despite the fact that others were shamefully dividing its territory, which was being 

fragmented and given to a third party. The consequence was, in addition to the 

annexation, the exile of many families and the most absolute disappointment of the 

Czech people, headed by its president Edvard Beneŝ, in the face of the cowardice of 

the European powers that bowed to Hitler’s wishes. But as the ogre’s voraciousness is 

always insatiable, eleven months later Germany invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia. 

 Sadly, certain similarities can be seen with the current situation in Ukraine. 

Putin wants to appropriate this republic, which was once part of the USSR, with similar 

reasons - I regret not finding a more precise word - to those employed by Germany with 

the Sudetenland. This is a matter that goes beyond what is strictly national and even 

bilateral: it is a problem that especially affects us Europeans and where all the parties 

involved have some reason and a lot of nonsense. This is not akin to a movie with good 
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guys and bad guys, the kind that is already relegated to the old neighbourhood cinemas. 

In the current pre-war scenario, the European Union seems hoarse despite Borrell’s 

strenuous efforts, it wants to speak at a table where no one listens to it because when 

Russia and the United States speak, no more cocks crow in the chicken coop. The United 

States intends to be the sole and exclusive spokesperson for the so-called “Western 

world”, not defending the latter’s interests, however, but its own; Vladimir Putin is 

convinced that the European Union will not go beyond the verbiage and strong protests 

of those who want to say something but know that things won’t go beyond a tantrum. 

Russia highly values the fact that after some years in which it has been on the verge of 

demotion it is now considered a fearsome superpower that addresses the United States 

on equal terms, having Antony Blinken and Sergei Lavrov sit alone at a table, and 

seconds out. Let us add the reality that the European Union is being unable to stand its 

ground to this weakness and that it is beginning to capsize and disintegrate. That is how 

the fact that some European leaders are wanting to save Private Ryan on their own 

should be considered. Macron calls Putin and they make a photographic report with the 

Elysee and the Kremlin as imposing backdrops. It is true that we are immersed in the 

middle of the French presidency and that its head of state will have to take some 

responsibility for this, but it is nonetheless true that in April there are presidential 

elections in France - this is just an informative note devoid of malice-. Draghi, for his 

part, has also called the Russian president and, although he will undoubtedly have 

conveyed his concern to him, in the process he has obtained the guarantee of Russian 

gas supply to Italy, where it is cold in winter no matter how southern the country is. 

And Johnson has also spoken to Putin. He does not want to be in the Union but he is not 

going to miss an opportunity like this to have prominence when, moreover, he may also 

divert attention or be forgiven for certain more or less domestic slips committed during 

the pandemic. On the other hand, Orbán, Prime Minister of a EU and NATO Member 

State, hasn’t phoned Putin, but has gone to see him in Moscow itself - there’s nothing 
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like a face to face meeting over a good glass of vodka - and in order to take advantage 

of the trip it seems that he has asked for stability in the gas supply to Hungary and also 

something about the construction of a nuclear power station because that’s what 

friends are for - right, Vladimir? -. Erdogan has proposed himself as a mediator; no one 

doubts his good wishes to build peace, especially since Turkey maintains old ties with 

Crimea, but he has in the process taken advantage of the situation to sell armed 

drones to Kiev and Ukraine has corresponded selling him engines for Turkish drones 

and, to compensate the balance, Erdogan’s government has bought the Russians a 

battery of missile defence and has commissioned another - si vis pacem for bellum -. 

Even Pope Francis has asked for prayers for Ukraine “because it deserves peace” and 

has offered to mediate - despite the fact that Russian gas consumption in the Vatican is 

scarce -. In case anyone were missing in this tragicomedy, it seems that Bolsonaro will 

travel to Moscow to talk to Putin – who’s last in line? - and Putin, tired of being a host, 

has taken a plane and gone to China, coinciding with the inauguration of the Winter 

Olympic Games - we already know that in ancient Greece, wars ceased during the 

Games even though the winter ones had not yet been invented -. 

 And if all of the above win something, who loses? In my opinion, at this stage of 

the crisis, there are three clear losers: the European Union as such, Europeans and the 

Ukrainian people. The first one, because it has seen its specific weight diminished in 

the international sphere in an alarming way and is now as an adult subject to extended 

or rehabilitated custody. In this conflict, the European Union lacks an audible voice 

and the leaders of the main partner countries are acting individually in a race to see 

who wins the next Nobel Peace Prize. We Europeans also lose out because our 

dependence on Russia, especially on energy, has us imprisoned and because, should 

the conflict break out, it will be here on our soil. In addition, Euroscepticism will grow 

because surely there will be those who question the worth of a far expensive antidote 
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European and Ibero-American Academy 
of Yuste Foundation 

Translated by Verónica Guillén Melo 

if when there is a disease it neither heals nor prevents it. And the Ukrainian people 

lose irretrievably because they have been suffering for years and, unless someone here 

or there remedies it, they will have to face an invasion before the passive look of 

almost all; of some, because they do not want to make a move and of others because 

they cannot. The prediction of the Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymir Zelensky has 

been very harsh: “this is not going to be a war of Ukraine and Russia, this is going to be 

a European war, a full-fledged war”. If it were to happen, we would regret seeing that 

what coal and steel brought together would be torn apart by gas; gas and other 

interests, obviously. 

 It is now time for Europe, which stated that it “will not be made all at once” 

seven decades ago, to say “no, at once”. 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ACADEMY OF YUSTE Nº 13. February 2022 

ISSN 2695-7027  

UKRAINE 


