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 The Schuman Declaration is neither long nor exciting. It is rather a concise and 

sober text, but its literary dearth contrasts with its rich historical and political 

significance: the launching of a path of reconciliation and of the future, the prelude to 

the process of European construction through a long shot, a “leap into the unknown”, 

as Schuman stated on 9 May 1950. Perhaps his most famous phrase is that of “Europe 

will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan”, but before that statement, 

as a preamble, the declaration expresses an idea that the passing of time has not 

covered in dust. I am referring to its explosive start when the final death throes of the 

war had not yet ceased: “World peace cannot be safeguarded without the making of 

creative efforts proportionate to the dangers which threaten it. The contribution which 

an organised and living Europe can bring to civilisation is indispensable to the 

maintenance of peaceful relations (…). A united Europe was not achieved and we had 

war.” Beyond what the text says, underlying it is the firm desire that Europe should 

cease to be a playing field in which others conduct their battles and in turn become a 

geopolitical protagonist with a voice of its own, audible and respected to spread the 

way of life we have given ourselves based on the principles and values we share: on the 

fundamental rights of man, on the dignity and worth of the human being, on the equal 

rights of men and women, on the equal treatment of large and small nations, on the 

will to maintain justice and respect for obligations under international law, on 

promoting social progress and raising the standard of living of all people, on security 

and the right to live without threats. 

 The international scene has changed much in the last seven decades. In 1950, 

the most powerful countries in the world aligned themselves, with greater or lesser 
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sympathies with each other but tightening their ranks to avoid a new threat that, 

should it occur, would be considered definitive. The only possible path was to grow in 

order not to repeat. This is how it has been for several decades in which the process of 

European construction has progressed in zigzags, with adhesions and dissensions. At a 

time when we’re approaching the first quarter of the 21st century, perhaps it is time to 

understand that the centre of our desires, Europe, is nothing but a peninsula of the 

Eurasian giant, and that this great mass of land called Eurasia, which could be 

traversed from end to end, is the real nerve centre of the world as it holds much of the 

world’s energy resources, 75% of the population and more than 60% of the world’s GDP. 

To control Eurasia is to control the world, and there are those who aspire to this. 

Meanwhile, the United States looks from afar, from its large island where it feels 

relatively safe, controlling what is going on through its eight hundred military bases in 

seventy countries. If anything happens, it will surely be beyond its borders. 

 It is clear that in Eurasia there are at least two other actors with economic and 

military power far superior to that of Europe and, above all, with very different values. 

Each of them, on its own, can put an end to the European dream, and together they 

can destroy it and change it into another in their own image and likeness. Russia stands 

as a direct threat to the security, peace and stability of Europe - I’m referring to the 

facts - and China stands by as a direct challenge to our interests and values. In this 

more than tense situation, the principle of “let us all join together” seems to prevail, 

but in a different sense than the one proclaimed in the hymn. On the one hand, Russia 

looks with greed and longing at a part of Europe that it feels as its own and that it has 

been unjustly taken away, and it sees the rest of us as an obstacle, which is perhaps 

easily crossed, one that prevents the achievement of its purposes. It turns out, seen 

with the distance of time, that we had not acquired the dreamed European Common 

House in property, but that we were mere tenants in a precarious situation. China 
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aligns itself with Russia and also wants its share of the booty, or the whole booty, in 

order to impose its commercial domination and its values, which are so different from 

those that have forged Europe. Those who not long ago were two nice roommates are 

today two enemies who openly show themselves as such. Faced with both allied threats, 

Europe is also grouped under the protection of its traditional American protector and 

NATO. Two European Union countries, Finland and Sweden, which invoked Article 42.7 

of the EU treaties to activate mutual assistance, have ended up asking to join the 

Atlantic Alliance. Far is the promise of the first Bush to Russia that NATO would not 

extend beyond Germany. 

 We have gone from grouping ourselves economically, socially, culturally, 

educationally to grouping ourselves militarily. Investments to achieve a more cultured, 

more social, greener and more inclusive Europe are giving way, openly, to a grouping in 

order to increase military spending in the face of threats that have become attacks, and 

the target of each country allocating at least 2% of its GDP to defence spending is no 

longer a ceiling but a minimum floor. This is worrying when the country that leads the 

Atlantic alliance is the largest arms manufacturer in the world, and every dealer aspires 

to sell their product. The sad thing about this is that it will surely be a necessary 

expense to undertake - the compensations will be painful - because preparing the 

defence is the prudent thing to do when the contenders, each one in its corner, are 

ready for the combat. Now the bell just needs to ring.  

 It seems that NATO was delighted with the recent summit in Madrid and 

strengthened from it - especially the US President because of the very deferential 

treatment he was given -. The European Union may not feel the same way, because it 

once again appeared in a great meeting as a sum of States which are at a disadvantage 

vis-à-vis its Atlantic ally and its Eurasian neighbours, surrendered to the evidence that 

dreaming that another type of society is possible may lead to awakening in shock. 
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Something seems to have gone wrong with the Schuman project. The coal and steel 

alliance, the common agricultural policy, the European funds, the Erasmus grants... So 

many yearnings forged over the years can crumble before the hardships of force. The 

background sound heard in Europe is not that of Beethoven’s ninth symphony, but that 

of the bombs destroying Ukraine and the woes of its inhabitants. Meanwhile, the 

citizens live with contained resignation the impoverishment of their lives, ravaged by 

high inflation - which is always a harbinger of misfortunes - and fearing the direction in 

which others will lead their lives. Just in case, the arrival of difficult times is being 

announced from power and almost apocalyptic messages are being sent out as if the 

warning were to exempt responsibility. 

 The Schuman Declaration was not done against anything or anyone in particular. 

The war was over - although its pernicious effects persisted - and the majority of those 

responsible for the second world conflagration had died or were serving sentences 

following the Nuremberg trials, which were now over. The statement was rather 

directed against a familiar ghost - the one that appeared twice to Europe in the middle 

of the night - and in anticipation of a new apparition, as had occurred in an imaginary 

world with the three ghosts that frightened Mr. Scrooge in A Christmas Carol, the 

children’s book written by Charles Dickens that should be read by adults. 

 The third ghost had long been waiting. Such has been the case until a series of 

events have reopened the dark windows that lead to the underworld where the 

spectres dwell. As in every dark liturgy, first the lights went out and the wind hooted 

with pandemic whistles; the east wind, far from abating, has become enraged and has 

caused the shutters that protect us to break the cracks and fight to get rid of their 

hinges. The icy wind knives which the third ghost travels on begin to be felt. And let us 

recall that in Dickens’ work the name of the third ghost was “future”. When it 

appeared, Scrooge noticed that he was tall and majestic and that his mysterious 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ACADEMY OF YUSTE Nº 18. July 2022 

ISSN 2695-7027  

THE THIRD GHOST 



 5 

presence filled him with grave fear. He could discern nothing else, for the spirit 

neither spoke nor moved. “Am I in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas yet to 

come?”, he asked. The Spirit answered not, but pointed downward with its hand. 
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