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FIRES ARE PUT OUT IN WINTER 

 Summer is a good time for fire, both for the friend who lights Saint John’s Eve as 

well as for the enemy who, uncontrolled, devastates everything it reaches, 

transforming the living spaces that forests are into gigantic extensions of death and 

desolation. There is no summer where the hostile flames don’t cause us numerous 

damage and it is at that tragic moment when we look at their devastating effect 

without noticing that, to a large extent, the fatal consequences are the result of 

criminal human behaviour or lack of foresight because, undoubtedly, fires must be put 

out in winter, the one preceding summer, clearing weeds, setting up firebreaks and 

preventing possible sources of insurgency.  

 

 The expression “fires are put out in winter” is also applicable to many other life 

situations, including international relations. I make this comment because of the great 

deal that has been said about the current world reality in Campus Yuste this past 

summer. Among other highly enriching testimonies, I would like to highlight two 

audible voices, two authoritative and respected voices that came together in the 

Monastery of Yuste in order to offer us their vision on Euro-Latin American relations 

from the west bank of the Atlantic: Sergio Ramírez, a writer, a committed politician, 

an upright man, and Óscar Arias, a politician of a longed-for lineage, the winner of the 

1987 Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

 Sergio Ramírez came to Yuste to tell us about José Saramago on the occasion of 

the centenary of his birth. His words were first addressed to the memory of the friend 

and then spoke about his country, about Nicaragua, which is so painfully suffering 

today. Let us recall that Sergio Ramírez was one of those brave people who fought the 

Somoza dictatorship at the frontline at a time when Latin American countries were 
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dominated by cruel dictatorships: Marcos Pérez Jiménez in Venezuela, Gustavo Rojas 

Pinilla in Colombia, Rafael Leónidas Trujillo in the Dominican Republic - so masterfully 

told by Vargas Llosa in La fiesta del chivo -, the Somoza dynasty in Nicaragua, Pinochet 

in Chile and Videla in Argentina, among others. Ramírez fought the Somoza dictatorship 

seriously risking his own life, as he recounts in his autobiographical book Adiós 

muchachos. He was part of the Junta of National Reconstruction, which was created 

after the triumph of the Nicaraguan Revolution along with Daniel Ortega and several 

others. Years later, and especially after the protests of April 2018, the revolution 

comrade, Daniel Ortega, went from being a Sandinista liberator to a ruthless tyrant as 

he established a new dictatorship that was as cruel as the Somocista one along with his 

wife, Rosario Murillo; the so-called “ORMU regime”. The Ortega-Murillo marriage filled 

the country with political prisoners - publicly and indecorously displayed as hunting 

trophies; among them, four of the presidential candidates for the opposition who 

sought to challenge Ortega in last November’s elections -, with prisoners without 

known charges and prisoners without trial under the yoke of cruel police repression and 

the uncontrolled action of paramilitary groups, overcrowded and malnourished 

prisoners in the torture centre that El Chipote prison is, attacking anyone who moves or 

dares to speak all over the place, even an institution as traditionally respected in the 

Central American country as the Catholic Church is. The burning of churches and the 

savage destruction of images of Catholic worship advances in a line of extermination of 

the social and anthropological bases of Nicaragua that recalls the burning of Jewish, 

socialist and pacifist books and entire libraries by supporters of the German National 

Socialist regime in 1933, as expressed by 26 former Latin American presidents in a 

recent joint letter to the Vatican. Ortega and Murillo have no ideology, they are just 

dictators who aspire to stay in power by overexploiting, terrorising and annihilating the 

Nicaraguan people, curtailing all freedom of expression and press, as happened during 

the Somoza regime that Ortega fought against and from which so little distance 
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separates him today, the same dogs only with different collars. Sergio Ramírez 

described the situation with pain to us and it is with the still vivid and emotional 

memory of his words that I convey them to you as a responsible act of Yuste Foundation 

in its eagerness to promote democracy and respect for human rights. 

 

 And Óscar Arias’ testimony was also very rich. When in the eighties of the past 

century Central America bled in wars between brothers, Óscar Arias, president of Costa 

Rica, called on the rest of the presidents of America’s waistline to untie the initiative of 

the Contadora Group and work hard until on 7 August 1987 the signing of the 

“Esquipulas Peace Agreement” was accomplished, which has deservedly gone down in 

history with the surname of its promoter, the “Arias Plan for Peace”. A time of high 

politics and great politicians in which Central America was a melting pot in which all the 

long-held hopes were fused; years in which politicians like Óscar Arias and Sergio 

Ramírez claimed all the trampled dignity, all the adulterated peace, and all the 

innocence lost for centuries for the human species. 

 

 President Arias keeps faith in the future despite the fact that no region of the 

world clings more to the past than Latin America, the region defending that “a known 

devil is better than an unknown angel”, where the “known devil” is that one third of 

the population lives in poverty; the “known devil” is that a third of the students never 

arrive at school; the “known devil” is that in some places there are more jobs in gangs 

and in narco-terrorist networks than in companies and businesses, despite which Latin 

Americans are terrified of change. In this process of transformation, Óscar Arias sees 

the European Union as an ally that is “a poignant example of the ability of peoples to 

overcome their misgivings and to harmonise the defence of their sovereignty with the 

pursuit of common objectives under the same legal framework and public governance” 

despite its shortcomings. Europe and Latin America, he affirmed, can be voices in 
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favour of peace and dialogue, in favour of pluralism and democracy, in favour of 

sustainable development and social inclusion, for greater cooperation between rich 

and poorer nations, an alliance that insists on diplomacy, on the political channelling 

of conflicts and on the search for balances that adjust new balances of power without 

necessarily reverting to weapons. He therefore continues to be a strong advocate of 

peace, advocating a negotiated solution to the conflicts and proposing a negotiating 

table with the participation of Ukraine and Russia, as well as the European Union, the 

United Kingdom and the United States in order to seek a solution to the conflict. 

“There is nothing more urgent than to sit down and see if it is possible to reach a 

ceasefire and put an end to this carnage that is taking place with the bombings and the 

advance of tanks in Ukrainian cities”, he claimed. 

 

 May the dream of peace and respect for human rights cease to be a dream, a 

day in which all people’s basic needs are covered and that, as Gabriel García Márquez 

suggested, we even have more money than needed in order to perfume Niagara Falls 

with sandalwood on an autumn afternoon. 
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