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 Dear friends, for me every time I visit Spain becomes a memorable event, all 

these visits are part of my memory, all these visits were extremely exciting and 

rewarding Today, in this same environment, I have been awarded this prize, with His 

Royal Highness and the distinguished members of the European Academy of Yuste 

present. 

 Dear friends, I would first of all like to express my deepest gratitude for the 

honour conferred on me by awarding me the 2002 Carlos V Award. The presence here 

of His Royal Highness Prince Felipe is proof of the attention and support offered to the 

Academy by HM King Juan Carlos, and this is especially important for me, considering 

the relationship that binds me to His Majesty and that has united me to him for so 

many years. 

 Among my memories, I still recall our recent interview, especially the most 

informal meetings in His Majesty’s house, the house, in which the hospitality of His 

Majesty and Queen Sofía is visibly present, and this is something that I will always 

remember. I recently had another meeting with Your Majesties. It was specifically, last 

October, at the Madrid Conference on “The Development of Democracy in Countries in 

Transition”. It was a very important meeting; where more than 30 heads of State and 

Government attended, coming from countries where very far-reaching changes are 

under way. It was very important for me to preside over that meeting, because to a 

certain extent this is related to Perestroika and to the general democratic process 

currently under way throughout the world. 

 Above all, I was pleased that day with the statement in praise of myself made by 

my friend and former Carlos V Award-winner, Felipe González. I consider his great 

achievements for Spain and for Europe extremely important and we cannot fail to 
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praise their importance. I am therefore pleased that we are once again bound, not only 

by a political relationship and by our participation in the development of very 

important and crucial decisions for Europe and the world, but also by a very human 

friendship, a friendship that has been renewed through our frequent encounters.These 

meetings are important, because every tree needs nourishment and care, and I 

therefore want to thank Felipe for his kind, extremely kind and friendly speech, since 

these words were truly the words of a friend, so I was very pleased to hear what he had 

to say. Thank you very much. 

 Talking here, in this ancient environment, listening to this wonderful music, I’ve 

been thinking about how long ago all this was built, about the time when people knew 

much less than we do now. They, nevertheless, built a wonderful building in which you 

are present and listen to the music, where the acoustics of the music is so wonderful 

that it really is comparable to many auditoriums, built today, following more modern 

scientific methods. So we can be proud to have inherited such wonderful places, such 

wonderful buildings as this one is. We find ourselves in an incomparable setting, which 

is also known for the fact that it was precisely here, where Emperor Charles V spent 

the last years of his life. He was a monarch, but he was also a great humanist and truly 

a true European man in his time, so I think this is an appropriate time for me to share 

some reflections on our continent with you, about its future and what is currently 

happening here, and also about my perspective of what should happen and what is 

happening in Europe. 

 I would like to share these thoughts with you, not only because of the fact that 

this award has been offered for the contribution to European values, but also because 

we are also presently experiencing a very special time on the European continent. This 

is a time when Europe will again play a fundamental role in the global process, which is 

developing at a very rapid pace. An exorbitant speed at which changes are happening in 
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a vertiginous manner and it seems practically impossible for us to keep up with them. 

 We sometimes criticise politicians because they cannot keep up that rhythm and 

this is not because we think we were much smarter or much more capable than the 

current generation of politicians. The fact is that life is moving so fast that we cannot 

keep up with these changes and renewal. Everything that is happening in the world, the 

new paradigm of development, makes it necessary for all of us to analyse everything in 

depth and, above all, to do so here in Europe, because very often what happens here in 

Europe has a profound impact all over the world. It defines the directions of 

development, the direction of change, as well as whether this change may be beneficial 

to all individuals. In my last speeches, delivered in Russia, Germany and many other 

countries, in Britain, where I have recently been, I always emphasise the importance of 

relations between Europe and Russia and the role of Europe for the world future. 

 These are indeed a series of questions that are being asked by all Europeans. 

What awaits us? What does the future hold for us? What will happen? What will our 

destiny be? Will we be able to help History move in a positive direction, while at the 

same time restrict the negative aspects? Are we capable, will we be able to influence 

the processes that are going on around the world? 

 I am still a person who considers that nothing in history is predetermined. We 

know that the History of Humanity is a history of decisions made by people. It is a 

history of discoveries and achievements and therefore, even at times, in the most 

difficult and confusing times, alternatives exist. There are different possibilities and 

this is essential, and we should, therefore, not panic, we should not be bent by the 

course of events and how they unfold in our own lives. 

 In my last speeches, I also talked about Russia and the importance of relations 

between Russia and the rest of Europe, as well as the relations that Europe should 
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develop with the United States. I must admit that whenever I speak to large audiences, 

I get the feeling through the questions they ask me and the solidarity they show me 

that people share the view that Europe can only succeed if Russia is actively involved 

in all European processes. Europe cannot become what it wants to become and Europe 

cannot find the answers to the challenges of our time if it does not develop an organic 

and deep relationship with Russia. I am absolutely convinced that Russia will be able to 

face the problems and difficulties that it is going through, in cooperation, 

fundamentally and above all with Europe. I believe that we as Europeans understand 

each other and this is what I feel when I talk to people and what I would like to pass on 

to you today. 

 Europe, of course, cannot develop on an anti-American basis, that is, it cannot 

develop against the United States. In fact, what we should do is develop a new 

relationship with the United States, based on equity and cooperation. This is not just a 

European problem; it is a problem which our American partners share with us and 

which they should address together with us. 

 America is changing. President Busch, this year, has changed. He is somewhat a 

different person and many of his initial decisions have been modified. This is precisely 

because he has had to face the world’s real situation and also because Europe and 

Russia, amicably, through rapprochement, through responsible dialogue, have been 

able to exert an influence on the United States, and this is the way things should 

always occur. This is the only way that allows us to build a new Europe and a new 

world. We cannot build it through domination, through a monopoly of truth, and this is 

the hardest thing to achieve. We can solve technological problems, but the most 

important question is, what kind of model should we propose in an independent and 

global world? We can continue to ask questions: will we be able to propose the right 

model if we take the right decisions now? What kind of world will we offer to future 
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generations? What will be the destiny of individuals, of nations, of cultures? Will 

cultures be devastated by this global world? 

 We can also agree with the idea that things happen spontaneously, without any 

guidance, without direction. This seems to indicate that the strong will win and that 

the weak will die. We cannot accept this. We are now facing a crucial moment, a 

turning point, in which we have to make decisions and I believe that we will be able to 

address the most specific issues of our time and move towards a society that is at least 

satisfactory to all of us. It will certainly not be perfect, it will be a society full of 

contradictions, tensions and of course diversity, but contradictions and diversity will be 

a source of movement, a source of thought, which will allow us to move forward. 

 I am very pleased to have been given the chance to participate in numerous 

debates on these issues. I believe there is hope. There is hope that in the future we 

will be able to adequately deal with the challenges we face today. We will be able to 

move in the right direction, especially in building a new world order. I agree with the 

formula proposed by Pope John Paul II, who claimed that: “the new world order should 

be more stable, more peaceful, more just and more human”. If we work within this 

project, if we make every possible effort to implement all these objectives and to 

harmonise them, then I think we will be able to achieve the right result. 

 Thus, I would like to say that today we are facing a set of interdependent 

problems, and as we address those problems, I think we face a series of tasks which we 

must give priority to. There are, above all, three tasks and I refer first of all to the 

need for peace and security in our nations, also to the need to address the problem of 

poverty and the need to prevent the imminent threat to our environment. 

 These three objectives are of great importance. We cannot neglect any of these 

objectives, because without security we will not be able to tackle other problems, and 
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without taking backwardness or poverty into account, we will not be able to build a 

better world either. Many millions of people today, of the six billion living in the 

world, live on three dollars a day. If this continues, if this tonic is maintained, we will 

run the risk of having an explosion, which would put all of us in danger. 

 Felipe González and I participated in the debates and we reached an agreement 

at the United Nations to allocate at least 0.7% of the GDP, as you recall, to help the 

Third World. Spain, Russia and other countries have not achieved this goal. There are 

only three countries in the world, three developed countries, that have been able to 

allocate this amount of 0.7% for this purpose. 

 I believe that with the end of the Cold War, resources must be used to solve 

poverty. In this manner, there would be investment in these nations and we would 

support education and health and jobs would be created in these countries. In 

particular, we need to address health and education problems, because without these 

elements we cannot implement new technologies anywhere in the world. Only an 

educated and trained society can use these new technologies. No one believes that we 

will be able to create the same standard of living throughout the world, compared to 

the level that exists in the United States. Nobody says that we should achieve total 

equality. It would be an illusion, a mirage, but we need to offer each country, each 

nation, an opportunity to live in an adequate situation, a dignified situation and give 

them an opportunity to live with dignity, a dignity that is respected, because, when 

millions of children die every year, half the population of the world has to drink non-

drinkable water, and one thousand two hundred million people are undernourished, I 

cannot keep quiet, I cannot feel calm. This is a situation that we are all responsible 

for, and it is a burden that falls on our shoulders. 

 At present, things are very difficult, there are many issues, many problems that 

are not being addressed. Globalisation has not solved the problem of poverty and 
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backwardness. In recent years, the space between rich and poor has increased. In Rio 

de Janeiro, we adopted a declaration on sustainable development, on the 

environment, on a series of protocols that were signed. I am particularly referring to 

the Kyoto Protocol on global warming. But I must also say that, in the most important 

respects, the objectives of Rio de Janeiro have not been achieved. We have failed, and 

in this matter those who know the situation believe that in Johannesburg we will not 

have a plus 10, but a plus 0. 

  People feel that something is not right in the world, that politicians, 

businessmen, non-governmental organisations, have not been able to address the truly 

serious problems that are affecting the world. I have the feeling that, in a way, we 

wasted the opportunities that the world offered us after the end of the Cold War. Ten 

years have been wasted, but we are now aware that we need to act and this is 

important. Many people thought it was just a time of change for the former countries 

of the Soviet Union and when the Soviet Union disintegrated some people said, we 

have won! Let the bells toll! The Soviet Union has been defeated, long live the new 

liberal era! 

 Often, people tried to hide ideas of social justice, but social justice can never 

be rejected by people. The solidarity and socialism of the model proposed by Jesus 

Christ will never be rejected. Solidarity, helping people is something that will never be 

rejected, so let us not bury these ideas, as there are many valuable aspects to these 

ideas, but let us not bury that effort to fight for solidarity and freedom either, because 

humanity cannot live without that struggle, without that effort and this is what our 

experience is based on. We should learn from these experiences. We need liberal 

values, we need democratic Christian values, we need socialist values and we also 

need, to a certain extent, the values of conservatism. We need all these elements. 
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 However, someone said that this is the end of history, liberalism has triumphed. 

It took time to understand that this is something ridiculous, that not all the problems 

of the world can be solved through the westernisation and Americanisation of the 

world. This is, in a way, similar to the communist ideas that considered that a utopia 

could be built and we paid a price for that utopia. 

 But, why should we implement another utopia? Let us not repeat what was 

done, let us not fall into the same mistake. People must now understand that the 

human community, that the inhabitants of the world want to live in a normal 

environment, so that their families grow, develop and we do not start an ideological 

struggle in the world, because people will be the victims of this struggle. 

 This is the world we live in. Let me tell you this here in Europe. We have 

inherited an enormous experience of history, an enormous experience of culture. It is 

here, in Europe, where we went through two world wars. But we can also build a 

better world, a world of cooperation, working together, working with the United States 

and working with other countries in the world, so that we can gradually move forward, 

within that framework, towards the kind of world order that would come to satisfy all 

of us. 

  Today too, I would like to say that those responsible for drawing up and 

designing policies are still behind the events, they are not up to the task. Perhaps this 

new epoch has not yet given rise to, nor has it produced, the new leaders who are up 

to the new challenges, the new times we live in. I think this places a huge 

responsibility on the intellectuals, who should help these people, the politicians, to 

understand the world, to understand the interaction between nations and cultures. 

This is very important, and we should not waste any more time. That is why I 

responded to the proposal of the European partners, and I am currently working with 

them to create the World Political Forum. 
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 I invited Mr. Felipe González to be one of the founders and he accepted my 

invitation. I have also invited other relevant leaders, practically some 30 participate in 

this process. Last year in Madrid, I had a debate on this initiative with former President 

Bill Clinton, who will co-chair the World Political Forum. I also spoke with the 

President of Brazil, Fernando Cardoso, our mutual friend. Fernando Cardoso responded 

positively to this invitation. He will also be a co-chair in the construction of this World 

Political Forum. 

 We need to create new policies; policies that will enable us to find solutions to 

the problems we face. They will also enable us to help governments and their peoples 

in this period when the world is becoming increasingly global. We need to build new 

relationships, which will save us from the unanticipated elements, which will allow us 

to prevent dangers, risks, and move in the direction of a better world, a world that will 

elevate Humanity.  

 Many thanks again, many thanks for this warm welcome, many thanks for this 

Award. Thank you for this atmosphere, for your hospitality, for the friendship. I can 

assure you that my feelings are mutual. I feel a great cordiality towards Spain and 

Spaniards. I have made many friends in your country and every time I visit it I 

experience a very emotional moment, and this is one of those moments. 

 Once again, thank you very much. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ACADEMY OF YUSTE Nº 19. September 2022 

ISSN 2695-7027  

ADDRESS BY  

European and Ibero-American Academy of 
Yuste Foundation 

Translated by Verónica Guillén Melo 


