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 I have often heard criticisms of the enlargement of Europe in 2004 to the 

countries of Eastern Europe, referring to the management difficulties experienced by 

the European Union in adding ten new States and thus becoming too large and complex. 

I always responded to these easy and unfair accusations by saying that those countries 

were Europe before us. That Europe is Prague, Krakow, Budapest, as is Vienna, Rome 

or Paris. That the enlargement to the East was necessary due to both solidarity and 

geopolitical reasons. That to renounce the Czech Republic or Poland and Hungary, even 

the three Baltic countries, was to amputate Europe’s own heart. 

 Chancellor Scholz said something of the kind when he recalled that the 

University of Prague, with its nearly 7 centuries of history, was one of the sources of 

the Renaissance and therefore of the cultural and civic “humus” on which our values of 

today are based. It wasn´t a coincidence for it to take place there, in his university, 

the place where the chancellor wanted to give his solemn European speech, also taking 

advantage of the fact that the Czech Republic presides over the European Union this 

second semester. 

 The fact that the chancellor imitated Macron in his great speeches on Europe 

was important, because Germany, perhaps fleeing the semantic pomposity and rhetoric 

of French, has much to say about the future of Europe and because its proposals tend 

to be more pragmatic, more “at ground level”, answering the great questions of 

today’s Europe. He chose Central Europe and one of the universities with the most 

history to talk about the future of Europe in the midst of the bellicose, energy, 

economic and geopolitical storm of a hostile world. 
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 Scholz’s first major contribution concerns the geopolitical dimension of the 

Union. The truth is that, before the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Borrell already 

proposed this essential dimension to us in a globalised world when he presented “the 

strategic compass” to us in a document that, never more aptly, began by saying: 

“Europe is at risk...” Well, this reference to a more geopolitical Europe has three 

immediate consequences in the German Chancellor’s opinion: 

 - Our security. The brutal attack on Ukraine is also an attack on Europe’s 

security. “We are standing up to this attack with all due resolve. We need our own 

strength for this – as individual countries, in the alliance with our transatlantic 

partners, but also as the European Union”. These are his own words. 

 - The accession of Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia and the six Western Balkan 

countries to Europe has become a political priority for the European Union. Aware that 

the fulfilment of the political, economic and democratic requirements for the accession 

of these countries will be long, the Chancellor joined Macron’s proposal to create a 

European Political Community with all of them. Basically, it is a question of marking 

the territory facing other powers, offering these countries a certain horizon of future 

integration. Along the way, the Political Community will jointly address multiple planes 

of common reality: climate, physical and technological connectivity, energy, security, 

etc. 

 - A strong and sovereign Europe acting together in the world especially in the 

face of the USA-China bipolarity in Asia Pacific and in new partnerships with Asia, 

Africa and Latin America. Unfortunately, there are no further details on a matter that 

demands much greater attention in our foreign policy, especially concerning our 

interests in Latin America. 

 On the basis of these geopolitical bases, Scholz proposed four broad guidelines 

for the future of Europe: 
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1st Addressing institutional reforms 

 In particular, the chancellor pointed out that a gradual transition to majority 

voting in foreign policy and other areas, including fiscal policy, must be urgently 

envisaged. This is one of the most shared and strategic demands across the European 

Union. It is very much felt in the European Parliament. The Conference on the Future of 

Europe has also presented it unanimously. In foreign policy, of course, it is imperative. 

We cannot wait for the meetings of foreign ministers every 15 days and unanimity, 

which prevents us from being on the international stage with a united and strong voice 

at the right time. 

 The same is true of other issues that are openly torpedoed by a veto right that is 

inadmissible for a single country to have. In the tax field, particularly, the lack of 

harmonisation and the unfair and advantageous competition of some States over others, 

in a single market, is devastating. Unanimity is the weapon of those who do not want to 

lose their advantageous and unsupportive positions to compete “in decline” in the 

disorderly European fiscal map. 

 

2nd Strengthening European sovereignty 

 Here, once again, Scholz connects with one of the axes of the recent French 

presidency: Europe must be as autonomous as possible in all fields, from energy to 

agriculture, from chips to medicines. It is a reflection that invaded Europe in the wake 

of the pandemic and the collapse of international trade, before the war in Ukraine. But 

the evidence of our multiple dependencies was seen and dramatically experienced at 

the beginning of the pandemic, when we discovered that we had no producers of masks 

or respirators, even paracetamol. The evidence was then accentuated by the lack of 

complements to our automobile assembly lines, and became startling announcements 

when certain basic elements began to miss or became exaggeratedly expensive due to 
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interrupted supplies or by global demands that questioned the stability of their supply. 

 Sovereignty is not just about securing supplies. The so-called strategic autonomy 

has multiple applications to the global competition faced by European producers. We 

need to be world leaders in strategic sectors: from cars to aeronautics, from climate 

change to renewable energy, from interconnectivity to digitalisation. But in order to do 

this, we need a European industrial policy and a reasonable balance in the rules of 

competition that will allow us to generate European companies capable of being world 

leaders in their respective sectors. 

 The German chancellor took advantage of this demand to claim “better synergy 

in Europe between our defence efforts”. The NATO summit in Madrid last June saw the 

need to strengthen European security by strengthening NATO. However, many of us 

think that this is not incompatible with the Europe of defence, that is, with the 

strengthening and integration of European forces into a defensive system of its own. 

The search for this parallel path will not be easy and will not be free of conflicts, but if 

we want to have a voice and weight on the international scene we need to equip 

ourselves with rapid operational forces and a synergistic articulation of our defence 

policies. Scholz was very specific about these objectives, pointing out the need to 

create European defence structures, led by a Council of defence ministers and a joint 

armaments organisation that will undertake the coordination of our weapons. Of 

course, the area of cybersecurity and space is added, more urgently if possible, to 

these objectives. 

 

 3rd Overcoming old conflicts with new solutions 

 The chancellor was courageous in acknowledging that there are two major gaps 

within the Union that have divided us for more than a decade. Financial economic 

policy and immigration. How can one not admit that the Union was fractured by the 
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North-South division in the financial crisis of 2008 to 2012 and that it remains so 

between the East and the West in matters of immigration. However, his proposals for 

better management of immigration taking advantage of the responsiveness shown to 

the millions of Ukrainian refugees is quite voluntarist. There is no agreement among 

the 27 to establish agreements with the countries of origin and to regularise and 

redistribute their immigrants. 

 It is of course a right way forward, but I am afraid that we will not succeed if we 

do not impose that policy by a majority and if the distribution of quotas for the 

regulated immigration that we so badly need is not accepted by everyone. 

 Nor am I optimistic about progress in our asylum policy, although the Ukrainian 

experience has been markedly better than the one we had with Syria. We all know they 

were “our refugees”. 

 With regard to fiscal and economic policy, it must be acknowledged that 

enormous strides have been made with SURE and NEXT GENERATION, and with the 

flexibility of fiscal policy in general after the pandemic. Germany has been a major 

player in these decisions, rightfully correcting, in my view, its mistakes in managing 

the financial crisis from 2008 to 2012. But serious questions remain for an increasingly 

adverse horizon and difficult decisions will have to be taken regarding debt levels, the 

euro and its general implementation throughout the Union and, of course, regarding 

the approval of the new Stability and Growth Plan for the coming years. 

 

4th The values of Europe. The rule of law 

 We were born as a result of peace and freedom. During the second half of the 

past century we built the space with the most social protection and human dignity in 

the world. Social cohesion and the welfare state are our best achievements. 
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Democracy, the social and legal state, human rights, are at the heart of our political 

systems. These are our values, that is our heritage. Well, it is time for us to admit that 

these frameworks of coexistence are in danger and that they are not dominant in the 

world. That democracies hardly grow and that autocracies advance, even within our 

own democratic societies, alongside ideologies and totalitarian temptations that feed 

on networks and the information society. 

 In the face of these dangers and trends, Europe is called to strengthen its 

commitments and policies in defence of its values and principles, in defence of who we 

are and what we want to be. 

 Scholz makes a powerful plea for our values, looking within the Union and 

demanding rigour and firmness against violations and infringements of these 

democratic codes. Perhaps he failed to also extend his gaze to the environment and to 

the other countries in our neighbourhood in order to introduce that commitment to the 

entire foreign policy of the Union. 

 The conclusion of the chancellor’s speech consisted in several demanding 

questions for all: when if not now? Who if not us? These are the pressing questions that 

all Europeans could ask themselves. Each and every one of us, seeing that, perhaps as 

never before in the 70 years of our history, we are threatened by multiple challenges 

that we cannot face from each of our nation-States. We are all very small, as they say 

in Brussels. Even together we are very little in a world that is hostile to our values and 

interests. The conclusion is more and better integration; a more geopolitical and 

democratic Europe than ever. 
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