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The young ecclesiastic from Teruel, Pedro José de Fonte Hernández y Miravete, 

arrived in New Spain accompanying Archbishop Francisco Xavier de Lizana y Beaumont 

in December 1802. He was then 26 years old. His life took an unexpected course in 

1815, when he was elected archbishop of Mexico, thus becoming the last one of New 

Spain. To reach this position he had to go through a relatively short path, immersed 

in the conjuncture of the crisis that the monarchy of Spain suffered at the beginning 

of the 19th century. 

Although Fonte acquired his academic training in the Iberian Peninsula, he 

spent almost his entire ecclesiastical career in the capital of New Spain. From the 

moment he arrived, he became known as the right hand of Archbishop Lizana, who 

conferred ecclesiastical positions of the first order on him. Fonte was appointed 

archbishop of Mexico in 1815, without first occupying the post of prelate in another 

diocese of the empire. He was the first canon of the metropolitan cathedral to reach 

the episcopal chair and he was, in fact, the youngest archbishop of the entire viceregal 

period, at 38 years of age. After the independence of Mexico, and as metropolitan 

prelate, Fonte left the country in 1823 with the aim of returning to Spain, without 

first resigning his post. He was, above all, one of the most trusted prelates by 

Ferdinand VII, due to the loyalty he gave in the context of the invasion of France to 

the Peninsula and during Mexico’s war of independence. 

 
1 The baseline information for this article can be found in my doctoral thesis, entitled El elegido 
inesperado. Pedro José de Fonte, ultimo arzobispo de la Nueva España, Mexico, El Colegio de Mexico, 
2021. At the end of this work I include the supplementary bibliography and I reserve the footnotes for 
the registration of archival documents. 
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In this article I focus on his family origins and on the positions and jobs that the 

young native of Teruel held before his promotion to the episcopate, because the key 

to his election in 1815 lies in them. 

1. From Teruel 

Originally from the peninsular rural world, Pedro José de Fonte was born on 13 

March 1777 in Linares, in the province of Teruel, in the kingdom of Aragón. Descending 

from families with a military and bureaucratic tradition in the service of the king, 

Pedro José was the youngest son of the marriage made up by the public notary and 

royal scribe, Juan Fonte Gargallo, and his wife, María Ramona Hernández de Miravete. 

A family with important economic resources and prestige at local level. 

What was then known as the town of Linares, is now known as the municipality 

of Linares de Mora, in the region of Gúdar - Javalambre, province of Teruel, in the 

Autonomous Community of Aragón. The migration of people is not something that 

distinguished Linares, Teruel and in general Aragón in times of the Spanish empire, if 

compared with other regions of the Iberian Peninsula. Despite its limited historical 

presence in the Americas, the role that some natives of Aragón played in times of 

discovery, conquest and colonisation is noteworthy. A qualitative importance that was 

confirmed throughout the colonial period with the arrival of military officials, 

businessmen, erudites and civil and ecclesiastical officials. 

We know that the presence of natives of Teruel in the Indies was minimal. In 

the case of the village of Linares, we do not know how the level of migration was, but 

we infer that it was also minimal. Among all the “ecclesiastical relatives” who 

accompanied Archbishop Lizana in his American endeavour, Pedro José de Fonte was 
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the only one from Linares, and one of the estimated 25,000 peninsular residents who 

arrived in Hispanic America during the first quarter of the 19th century. 

2. Fonte’s academic training in Spain 

We will now show Fonte’s academic profile, which is fundamental to understand 

his aspirations and his achievements in terms of work, power and authority. 

As in many regions of the empire, priesthood was an option that was considered 

a future profession for sons. As was usual in the formation of every clergyman, the 

study of the first letters and grammar usually took place where they were born. Fonte 

began his studies in his native village’s school, in the care of Manuel Perales, a 

musician and notable journalist. In Linares he acquired the elementary knowledge of 

primary culture. 

The next step of the student originating from the rural world was to emigrate 

in order to study in some faculty of arts or to access another of greater prestige. The 

direction, assistance or guardianship of a relative was a constant in the early 

educational stages of every ecclesiastical. A “sponsor”, whose protective mantle 

guaranteed the expenses of his training. Fonte had an ecclesiastical “sponsor” who 

supported him in his student formation, Doctor Domingo Hernández, who served as 

director of the conciliar seminary of Teruel in the late 18th century. 

The student world allowed the student to enter into daily contact with teachers 

and fellow students. The choice of which school, university or college to choose 

depended largely on proximity to the birthplace and economic issues. There, the 

students consolidated their relationships and acquired knowledge that modulated 

their personality. University studies began around the age of 16 or 17. Fonte’s first 
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university studies were in Latin, rhetoric and humanities. Studies he acquired in the 

city of Zaragoza, where he arrived sometime between 1793 and 1794, when he was 

17 or 18 years old. 

 

Portrait of Pedro José de Fonte, “student” Spain, s/f. 

Source: Martínez Ortiz, Memorias y documentos de Pedro José Fonte, p. 1682. 

 
2 “Retrato del Sr. Arzobispo de México, Pedro José de Fonte, propiedad de Doña Ma. Teresa Sanz de 
Bermoud Frigola, procede de la casa de su tatarabuela Doña Ramona Arahuete y Fonte en la calle San 
Cristóbal, no. 10 de Valencia, casa que habitó el prelado”. MARTÍNEZ, Memorias y documentos de Pedro 
José Fonte, p. 168. (“Portrait of Mr. Archbishop of Mexico, Pedro José de Fonte, property of Doña Ma. 
Teresa Sanz de Bermoud Frigola, it comes from the house of his great-great-grandmother Doña Ramona 
Arahuete y Fonte in Calle San Cristóbal, no. 10 of Valencia, the house that the prelate inhabited”). 
During the fieldwork I carried out in Valencia in October 2017, I located the house where the Archbishop 
of Mexico lived intending to interview the family and, if possible, closely inspect the portrait. A 
bricklayer who was then working on the remodeling of the house informed me that the house had been 
sold and that he had no authorisation to allow anyone in. 
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 Fonte studied four years of Civil Law and two years of Canon Law at the 

University of Zaragoza, earning a Bachelor, Master and Doctor degree. He then 

entered the Conciliar Seminary of San Valero and San Braulio as a pensioner, also in 

Zaragoza. Settled in this city, Fonte entered the Real Sociedad Económica Aragonesa 

de Amigos del País as a student, where he studied a course of Moral Philosophy and 

two of Civil and Political Economy. His studies as a student were noted by his fellow 

students and professors, who considered him a distinguished and notable student. 

In recognition of his merits, fame, renown and intellectual worth, the Cloister 

of the University of Zaragoza chose Fonte for an honorary position: law reviewer, 

which he held for five years. In this position he proved his solid academic training and 

in the absence of professors he taught several university chairs. In doing so, he 

demonstrated his qualities as an orator and expert in civil and canon law, a knowledge 

that later allowed him to compete in order to reach other ecclesiastical positions.  

Along with teaching, it was common for ecclesiastics like Fonte to be appointed 

to positions of cathedral councils of canons, especially to canonries of office, among 

which those of doctoral, master, lectoral and penitentiary canonries were found. The 

most recurrent was the doctoral one, which allowed them to be familiar with the legal 

and administrative matters of the cathedral councils and their respective dioceses. 

In 1798, when he was 21 years old, Fonte is encouraged to sit for an official 

exam for a vacant doctoral canonry in the council of the cathedral of Zaragoza. But 

Fonte was very young and despite the fact that he passed the exam, he did not get 

the post. The ecclesiastical hierarchy of Zaragoza considered that he still did not have 

sufficient merits to occupy a canonry. Fonte did not give up on his desire to occupy a 

post in the council and on the following year he sat for the same doctoral canonry 

exam of the same cathedral and faced the same result.  
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In 1801 Fonte returned in order to participate in an official canonry competitive 

exam, one of a doctoral canonry, in the cathedral of Teruel. He is not elected either, 

but it is in this cathedral where he becomes acquainted with the Bishop of Teruel at 

the time who would later become Archbishop of Mexico, Francisco Xavier de Lizana y 

Beaumont. Fonte then has a fourth opportunity to compete for a post within the same 

cathedral council. It is not the doctoral canonry, but a penitentiary sector; a post he 

won unanimously and held from 16 November 1801 to 19 June 1802. 

The support of the bishops was vital in the training and aspiration of 

ecclesiastics seeking to place themselves in central jobs of the diocesan 

administration. By 1801 Bishop Lizana not only regarded Fonte a talented and 

perceptive young man, he understood that he could be a valuable element for the 

government of the diocese. He knew about his solid academic training and that he 

was a lawyer. He did not hesitate to appoint him essential designations of the diocesan 

government. When Fonte was 24 years old he was appointed ecclesiastical prosecutor, 

lawyer of Chamber, as well as judicial vicar and acting vicar general of the bishopric 

of Teruel. On 28 September of the same year, he gave him the position of “relative” 

(collaborators and employees who were at the bishop’s service). Fonte’s future, 

thereafter, was linked to Lizana, his patron and protector. 

Fonte was consecrated as a priest in 1801. In February 1802 he was granted 

general licences in Teruel to celebrate, confess and preach in the dioceses of Zaragoza 

and Teruel. It was in this year that Lizana received the news of his promotion to the 

archbishopric of Mexico. He then decided to invite Fonte to accompany him as one of 

the members of his archbishop’s entourage. The retinue of the new archbishop of 

Mexico departed from the port of Cadiz on 9 October 1802 aboard the ship Miño and 

it arrived at the port of Veracruz on 16 December, after 68 days of navigation. On 11 

January 1803, Archbishop Lizana entered Mexico City with Fonte and the rest of the 
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entourage3.  Never again would there be an arrival of an archbishop of Mexico from 

Spain. 

3. The arrival in New Spain. Fonte’s posts and jobs 

Archbishop Lizana remained at the head of the archbishopric of Mexico until his 

death on 6 March 1811. He arrived in the company of eighteen “ecclesiastical 

relatives” who would help him in his personal service and in the diocesan 

administration, among whom was young Pedro José de Fonte4.  

For Fonte, accompanying Archbishop Lizana meant renouncing to the positions 

he had been given in Teruel. However, his solid academic training enabled him to 

access various prestigious positions and jobs in New Spain: judicial vicar and vicar 

general, priest in Sagrario, professor of the University of Mexico, ordinary judge of 

the court of chaplaincies, confessor and chaplain of nuns, Oblate ecclesiastics’ 

spiritual counsellor and a doctoral canon, thanks to which he was able to acquire 

knowledge of many of the issues involved in the administration of a diocese that he 

ruled years later: the Archbishopric of Mexico.  

To a great extent, Fonte accessed these posts thanks to the strong clientelist 

relationship he maintained with Archbishop Lizana, his patron. Always with the 

endorsement of the king. We look into them in the following pages. 

Fonte as judicial vicar and vicar general 

 Before embarking on his trip to New Spain, Lizana was clear that it was 

convenient to continue the relationship with Fonte. He proposed the Cámara de Indias 

 
3 ACMCM, Actas de cabildo, libro 61 U 2.1, fs. 43v, 50. 27 December 1802, 10 January 1803. 
4 “Pasaporte del M.R. Arzobispo electo de México con los 18 familiares que se expresan, 12-13 julio de 
1802”, AGI, México 2498, N 88, fs. 728-730. 
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the authorisation of his appointment as his future judicial vicar and vicar general in 

the archbishopric of Mexico. This did not happen by chance. Fonte had managed to 

gain an academic capital for himself that every prelate sought from his closest 

collaborators. Fonte’s positions in Teruel had enabled him to acquire experience and 

knowledge of everything concerning diocesan affairs. 

 The official in whom the office comprising the judiciary vicar and vicar general 

formula fell was, after the bishop, the highest authority in the diocese. He 

represented the bishop and assisted him in functions of government and justice with 

quite broad powers. With a legal paper dated January 1803, Lizana informed the 

council of the Cathedral of Mexico that he had appointed Doctor Pedro José de Fonte 

as his judicial vicar and vicar general because he trusted his “literature and probity”5.  

With the presentation of Fonte in that position, Lizana ratified that this appointment 

had the approval of Charles IV6.   

 Thanks to the position as judicial vicar and vicar general, Fonte was able to 

become literate in a wide variety of subjects that enabled him to fully involve himself 

in everything concerning the government and the diocesan administration. He also 

became familiar with the cases against ecclesiastics and secular priests. From 1803 to 

1810, he learned of the judicial processes in which the Novo Hispanic population was 

involved, especially that of Mexico City. A knowledge reserved to very few people, 

among which was the young native of Teruel. 

 During the time that Fonte served as judicial vicar and vicar general, he also 

served as the priest of the Sagrario Metropolitano and as professor of the Royal and 

Pontifical University of Mexico; these were posts that enabled him to become 

 
5 “Título de provisor y vicario general expedido al Dr. don Pedro Fonte”, ACMCM, Actas de cabildo, 
libro 61, U 2.1, fs. 52f-52v. 11 January 1803. 
6“Don Carlos IV, por la gracia de Dios Rey de Castilla, etc., Madrid, 2 de agosto de 1802”, AHCM, 1 
Ayuntamiento y gobierno del Distrito Federal, Arzobispos, vol. 385, exp. 6, fs. 25f-25v.  
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acquainted in depth with the city of Mexico and its inhabitants, as well as with the 

intellectual sphere and its lawyers, from the university. 

Fonte as priest of the Sagrario Metropolitano of Mexico City 

 Mexico City was the seat of the viceregal and episcopal government for three 

centuries, constituting the nodal space of the administration of the empire in New 

Spain. Influential families inhabited Mexico City as well as multitudes of individuals 

without roots or nobility ambitions. The city concentrated a population coming from 

different places, which favoured the establishment of schools, printers, bookstores 

and a set of institutions that promoted commercial, artisanal and cultural activity as 

in no other city of the viceroyalty. Fonte arrived here in January 1803. 

 The parish of the Sagrario Metropolitano of Mexico City, located in its heart, 

was considered the first parish of the archbishopric of Mexico. From the last quarter 

of the 17th until well into the 18th century, the parish of the Sagrario served as a link 

for the rest of the parishes of the city. It was the parish with the largest number of 

parishioners in New Spain, who came from the most diverse ethnic, social or economic 

origins. Its administration, which lied in the hands of four head priests who relied on 

a large number of ecclesiastics, corroborates its pre-eminence in the city. 

 Fonte served in the parish of the Sagrario Metropolitano as an owner or 

beneficiary priest, that is, within the class of priests of higher rank. It was on 20 May 

1804 that Fonte took up the post of parish priest and remained there until 18107.  This 

job allowed him to know the key and most intimate moments of his parishioners. Their 

births, baptisms, deaths, marriages and confirmations. The bonds of marriage which 

 
7 AHPASM, Bautismos de castas 1795-1811, img. 611. 
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were the fruit of family alliances, as well as the bonds of godfathering established 

with the sacrament of baptism.  

 onte noted in person the most painful moments caused by the deaths of men, 

women and children. Being parish priest of the Sagrario gave him the possibility to 

relate with that abundant, populous and contrasting filigrees. He dealt with the most 

renowned people of the civil and ecclesiastical spheres, as well as with humble 

peasants, artisans and merchants who lived or poorly lived in the centre of the city. 

A relational world which parish priests accessed, perhaps like no other ecclesiastical 

or secular official. 

 Fonte got to know the daily life of the population, its customs and its 

celebrations. The bustle and smells of one of the largest cities in the empire. The 

coexistence of people, their enmities and their confrontations. Their shortages and 

needs. The trade that energised the capital of the viceroyalty, with its specialised 

premises, in which people from different regions of New Spain and distant places 

worked, even beyond the borders of the empire. Spanish and various Amerindian 

languages were spoken on the perimeter of the Sagrario as part of a coexistence that 

was common to all. The City of Mexico that Fonte arrived in and got to know in depth 

thanks to his positions and jobs, such as the post he occupied as priest of the Sagrario, 

was monumental, dynamic, chaotic and populous. 

 Fonte limited his duties as parish priest at the end of the first decade of the 

19th century and in 1810 he practically ended his activity in the Sagrario. During this 

decade, Fonte also got to know the world of lawyers of New Spain thanks to the chair 

of Ecclesiastical Discipline that was established for him at the University of Mexico. 
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Fonte as professor at the University of Mexico 

 Under Spanish rule, more than thirty institutions were founded in the New 

World acknowledged as universities, among which was the Royal and Pontifical 

University of Mexico, where Fonte served as a professor. On 6 September 1804 “all 

the doctors, teachers and bachelors of the university senate” met to read a royal order 

that was dated on 4 January by which Charles IV approved the erection of the chair 

of Ecclesiastical Discipline and a legal document dated on 22 August where Fonte 

expressed his opinion as its first professor.   

 Since the 16th century, no other chair had been founded in the University of 

Mexico and no other chair would be founded under Spanish rule. The royal order 

mentioned that the establishment of the chair had been agreed on by the University 

and Archbishop Lizana. The young native of Teruel took formal office of his chair on 

29 October 1805. Joining the University meant joining the group of doctors and 

professors who were considered the highest representatives of the institution. 

Academics from aristocratic families, descendants of landowners, officials or wealthy 

merchants. For many of them the conquest of a chair meant the most important 

achievement of their life. 

 Although Fonte had knowledge of theology, his specialty was in legal matters. 

This was confirmed by his university studies in the former capital of the kingdom of 

Aragón. In general terms, the chair of Ecclesiastical Discipline aimed to promote the 

discipline and Christian morality of the secular and regular clergy; in any case, since 

its foundation it was anticipated that the chair would be intended “for theologians 

and canonists”8.  

 
8 AGNM, Universidad, Libro de claustros, vol. 28, fs. 33v, 164v 
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 But Fonte would not have a “university career”. In December 1806 he resigned 

his chair arguing that it was due to health issues and his many occupations. His post 

as a professor at the University of Mexico lasted a year and a month, which 

corresponded to the academic year of 1805-1806. During that time, Fonte combined 

his university duties with those of judicial vicar and vicar general, and parish priest of 

the Sagrario. One could say that his time at the university was circumstantial and even 

anecdotal, but it was long enough to strengthen his curriculum, to make himself known 

and to enter into that private, reserved and elitist intellectual area that the University 

was. 

Spiritual counsellor of Oblate ecclesiastics 

 Three months had not passed since Fonte’s arrival in New Spain when 

Archbishop Lizana proposed the foundation of a congregation with the title of Oblate 

priests with the aim of seeking the instruction, doctrine and salvation of the souls of 

the clergy living in Mexico City9.  Charles IV approved its foundation on 4 May 180410.  

As in every corporation, the Oblate one had a kind of “board of directors”, in which, 

between 1804 and 1810, Fonte held the position of spiritual counsellor, performing 

advisory functions and dealing with issues related to the administration and 

government. He was responsible for assigning tasks to Oblate ecclesiastics and for 

serving as a link between them and Archbishop Lizana. 

 This position allowed Fonte to get to know the city clergy, many of whom came 

from different parts of New Spain and from the empire itself. Whereas Fonte was 

known in the high ecclesiastical hierarchy, his new position led him to relate with the 

 
9 “Consejo de Indias, en sala 1ª, a 22 de marzo de 1804”, AGI, México, 2544, s/f. 
10 “Por mandato del Rey Nuestro Señor, Antonio Porcel, mayo 14 de 1804”, AGNM, Clero regular y 
secular, vo.159, exp. 12, f. 358; Gazeta de México, t. XII, no. 30, 6 August 1805, p. 326. 
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lower clergy, the one which was closer to the filigrees. A relational scope reserved for 

a few ecclesiastics, among whom was the young native from Teruel.  

Confessor and chaplain of nuns 

 Within the set of female religious orders that were established in the Novo 

Hispanic world, Fonte served as confessor and senior chaplain in the convent of Santa 

Teresa la Nueva, of the Discalced Carmelites. With these positions Fonte delved into 

the most intimate and reserved affairs of the nuns. He became involved in a 

fundamental component of the Novo Hispanic world, that of the nuns, expanding his 

knowledge of the Church in New Spain.  

 Fonte held the positions of confessor and chaplain from his arrival in Mexico 

City in 1803 until at least 1810. His knowledge of the New Hispanic Church expanded 

considerably, because in addition to his closeness to the high and low clergy he also 

had access to the feminine world of the nuns, which few ecclesiastics could access. 

Ordinary judge of the Chaplaincies Court 

As its name indicates, the court of wills, chaplaincies and pious works of Mexico 

City dealt with testamentary affairs, chaplaincies and pious works. Due to the matters 

that he dealt with, he counted with large amount of money, which he administered 

and distributed as if it were his own. The authority of this court rested with the official 

known as the ordinary judge, visitor of will, chaplaincies and pious works. 

This position required the training of a lawyer, which Fonte had acquired during 

his time as a student at the University of Zaragoza. Fonte held the position of ordinary 

judge between 1810 and 1814. His patron, Archbishop Lizana, had much to do with 
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this. Appointments of chaplains, missionary expenses, capital loans, revenue 

collections, pious works foundations or the affairs of brotherhoods and 

archconfraternities were some of the competencies that Fonte attended during the 

time he served as ordinary judge of the court of chaplaincies. The Novo Hispanic 

economy was, from this position, one of the showcases which he had access to. 

4. Fonte on the eve of his entry into the metropolitan council 

 In 1808 Fonte applied for the post of doctoral canon at the Cathedral of Mexico. 

A corporation that helped in the administration of the diocese, especially in economic 

and financial matters; only a small and select group of ecclesiastics managed to be 

part of the ecclesiastical councils. By then, not only did Fonte have experience in 

diocesan administration, but also in pastoral, academic and justice administration. He 

knew a lot about the Novo Hispanic political environment, and the empire in general, 

and he knew his place of residence, Mexico City, quite well. 

 Fonte enjoyed prestige thanks to his career and was widely recognised by 

clergy, civil and ecclesiastical authorities, scholars, intellectuals and scientists. On 13 

October 1809, the Supreme Central Governing Board confirmed Fonte as winner of the 

doctoral canonry of the council of the Cathedral of Mexico, in the name of Ferdinand 

VII, captive in French territory. The native of Teruel was then 32 years old. In any 

case, his arrival at the metropolitan council took place in 1810. 

 As a doctoral canon, Fonte was responsible for carrying out a series of actions 

that the cathedral council did in favour of the monarchy. He then put his experience 

and his acquired knowledge into practice on a matter that was vital to the empire: 

the French invasion of Spain, which had begun in 1808. 
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 Throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries, the Bourbon government became 

involved in costly and frequent conflicts, which it faced with limited resources. As a 

doctoral canon, Fonte collaborated with the civil and ecclesiastical authorities of New 

Spain to collect donations that were required “due to the present emergencies of the 

Spanish nation”11.  In addition to the economic emergencies demanded from the 

peninsula, the costs of the war that began in Novo Hispanic territory in 1810 were 

faced. Fonte worked on this from 1810 to 1814, raising large amounts of money. 

 Prior to his arrival at the council, in 1809, Fonte wrote two “very reserved 

reports” where he reflected his opinion on various issues related to the beginning of 

the crisis of 1808. In his reports, Fonte presented himself as an optimistic 

ecclesiastical on the subject of Spanish domination in Mexico and its provinces. 

5. A critical moment for Fonte: the death of his patron, Archbishop Lizana 

At half past five in the afternoon of 6 March 1811, Archbishop Francisco Xavier 

de Lizana y Beaumont died, Fonte’s main promoter. This was the hardest event of his 

stay in Mexico. From that moment, Fonte considered his return to the peninsula as a 

priority option. Without a family member and a patron of such authority as Archbishop 

Lizana meant to him, access to posts and jobs was considerably limited.   

Archbishop Lizana was succeeded by the bishop of Oaxaca, Antonio de Bergosa 

y Jordán (Jaca, Huesca). Although in a letter dated June 25, 1811 it was reported that 

Bergosa had accepted the mitre of the archbishopric of Mexico, it was not until 19 

June 1813 that his appointment, granted by the Cortes, was confirmed once it was 

proposed to the Cámara de Indias and in the absence of Ferdinand VII. He, shortly 

 
11 “Méritos y ejercicios literarios del Dr. don Pedro de Fonte, México a 19 de diciembre de 1808”, AGI, 
México 2545, s/f. 
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thereafter, left his position as archbishop-elect, with the return of the king in 1814, 

who repealed the ecclesiastical appointments made during his absence. 

6. Fonte and his return to Spain 

 On 11 September 1813, a royal order was read in the council of the cathedral 

of Mexico dated May 22, notifying that the Regency granted Fonte leave for two 

years to return to the Peninsula in order to “restore his health”12.  Since then, Fonte 

prioritised his return to Spain, avoiding posts and commissions of the cathedral 

council. It was a journey without return. Fonte asked to formalise the use of his 

license by means of a legal document dated June 14, 1814. 

Before Fonte’s departure, news of the return of Ferdinand VII to Madrid reached 

New Spain. The news spread throughout Mexico City and the council was no stranger 

to it. Prior to his trip, Fonte wrote a series of writings, which were to reach Ferdinand 

VII and the Pope, notifying them of the political situation in New Spain and the support 

that the New Hispanic Church had given to the Spanish cause. 

Fonte began his return to Spain at the end of October 1814. With the exception 

of his position as a licensed doctoral canon, Fonte’s trip meant leaving behind the 

positions and jobs we have already discussed. But he would not reach his destination. 

His arrival at the port of Veracruz was hindered “by the large masses of rebel 

insurgents threatening his leave”, forcing him to stay “for more than four months in 

the town of Jalapa, twenty-two leagues from Veracruz Square”13.  From there he 

returns to the capital of the viceroyalty as he is appointed archbishop of Mexico. 

 

 
12 ACMCM, Actas de cabildo, libro 67, U 2.1, f. 34v. 11 September 1813. 
13 FONTE, Memorias, Época 1ª (2º), p. 135. 
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7. Fonte elected Archbishop of Mexico 

The correspondence arriving at the port of Veracruz and destined for Mexico 

City was also interrupted by the presence of insurgents. Among the documents 

retained in Veracruz was the appointment of Fonte as archbishop of Mexico. The 

native of Teruel had been proposed for the archbishopric mitre on 19 December 1814. 

On 3 January of the following year his election was approved and his appointment was 

ratified by royal decree, which was issued by Ferdinand VII on 29 January 1815 “in 

order for him to take charge of the government of this mitre while receiving the papal 

bulls from His Holiness”14.  

Fonte was one of the Spanish ecclesiastics who knew a lot about the Novo 

Hispanic world. His positions and jobs gave him that possibility. The position of 

archbishop was the result of the actions he had done in favour of the monarchy, either 

by collecting money or by the very reserved reports in which he had given account of 

the political, economic and social situation that prevailed in the viceroyalty. His 

untarnished Spanishness and fidelity to the Crown were widely known, making him the 

ideal candidate for a viceroyalty that was reeling in political matters and was heading 

towards independence. 

On the morning of 9 April 1815, all the bells of the tower of the Cathedral of 

Mexico tolled for an hour announcing the appointment of the new metropolitan 

prelate; so did the bells of all the churches in the city. On the evening of June 10, 

Fonte returned to Mexico City and a week later the cathedral council formally handed 

over the diocesan government to him15.  

 
14 ACMCM, Actas de cabildo, libro 67, U 2.1, fs. 334v – 335f. Junio 16 de 1815. 
15 ACMCM, Actas de cabildo, libro 67, U 2.1, fs. 336f – 338f, 340v. 17 and 20 June 1815. 
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The bulls and certificates that endorsed Fonte’s appointment arrived in Mexico 

City on 18 June 1816. Eleven days later, on the feast of Saint Peter (29th of June), 

Fonte was consecrated archbishop of Mexico. The next day he undertook a public and 

solemn tour through the streets of Mexico City, formally presenting himself as the new 

metropolitan prelate. 

When the appointment of Fonte as archbishop of Mexico became known, the 

fruit of the relations he had woven since his arrival in New Spain was reflected. 

Numerous letters from regular and secular clergy, civil and ecclesiastical authorities, 

as well as people “of all honesty and conduct” arrived at the archbishopric from 

different regions of the archdiocese. Missives that in many cases the native of Teruel 

answered to thank the interest, commendations and gifts received. 

With his appointment as archbishop of Mexico, Fonte became metropolitan 

prelate at the age of 38, the youngest in the colonial period. He was the last 

archbishop of New Spain and was, in fact, the last official elected under the Spanish 

Empire to disassociate himself from continental America after the independence of 

the future Latin American countries. After that, Mexico and Spain re-established 

diplomatic relations in December 1836. Fonte died three years later in Madrid, holding 

the position of archbishop of Mexico. 
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Pedro José de Fonte, archbishop of Mexico, s/f. 

Source: APEVR, Emanuela Ventura Rivera, Documentos familiares. 
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