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INTERVIEWING  

 Francisco J. Fonseca Morillo is professor of Public and European International 

Law at the University of Valladolid and president of the European Movement in Castilla 

León, an international entity founded in 1949 and with divisions in all European 

countries, whose main objective is to contribute to the establishment of a united and 

federal Europe based on respect for human rights, peace, democracy, freedom and 

citizen participation.  

 He claims to be a “proud former European official”. For almost 35 years he has 

been able to get to know the European institutions, mainly the European Commission, 

which he has been linked to since 1986, assuming various positions in the Directorate-

General for Economic and Financial Affairs and in the cabinet of former Commissioner 

for Justice and Home Affairs, Antonio Vitorino. 

 He was previously involved in the negotiation of the Maastricht and Amsterdam 

Treaties, as well as in the convention which drafted the EU Charter of Fundamental 

Rights. Former director of the Representation of the European Commission Office in 

Spain from 2009 to 2015, when he returned to Brussels as deputy director-general for 

Justice and Consumers. In September 2018 he returned to Madrid, again as director of 

the European Commission Office in Spain. He has been involved in the production of 

many academic works on community law and on the European Union and has authored 

numerous publications. 

 We thus take advantage of your participation in the course “Youth and Europe: 

The Past, Present and Future of Building a Peaceful Continent”, which was held in July 

2022 within the framework of the Campus Yuste programme, in order to conduct this 

interview.  

FRANCISCO FONSECA MORILLO 

Former Director of the European Commission Representation in Spain.  

Professor of Public and European International Law and International Relations and 
Director of the University Institute of European Studies at the University of Valladolid. 
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INTERVIEWING  

 In 1986, at the age of 31, you joined the European Commission’s Directorate-

General for Economic and Financial Affairs. What do you remember from that 

time? How has Europe evolved and what milestones would you highlight? 

 If I had to express how I felt in that distant 1986, I would say that I was excited 

and had the feeling that we Spaniards had accomplished a historic task. I belong to that 

generation that enrolled in university with the Franco regime and that left it during the 

Spanish political transition. I always say that my last exam in university was Procedural 

Law II and that at the end of the exam I went to vote for the first time in the history of 

Spain after 40 years. That’s why it was very easy for my generation to go to Brussels, 

because it meant leaving behind the ghosts that had worried us Spaniards for a century 

and a half as well as leaving behind all the misfortune that we had gone through. That 

is why I came to Brussels with great enthusiasm and convinced that things could be 

changed to ensure more political integration. In 1986 the then European Community 

was much less democratic than it is today in terms of decision-making; it was a more 

elitist option, everything was done using the method of enlightened despotism: 

“everything for the people, but without the people”, led by a vanguard that wanted to 

reach the horizon of a European political union.  

 In these 35 years working for the European Union, we have seen that the 

foundations of the project on which reconciliation was based after the war have 

changed completely. With the fall of the Berlin Wall, the political scene at world level 

is completely different and this has resulted in a Europe that is somewhat irritated by 

its seams, because we have gone from twelve states in 1986 to the twenty-seven at 

present. The need for a functioning European cohesion has also accelerated, but at the 

same time with a requirement to make decisions with more democratic legitimacy. 

 I believe that these are the basic points to say that Europe has to work and this 

has to be done in a way that the citizens accept. However, citizens will not agree not 
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to participate in decision-making. That’s the big challenge.  

 The fact that in Europe’s good old days the basis was to enrich ourselves because 

we were protected by the umbrella of the security of the Cold War under the cover of 

and behind the United States, must be added to this. But this disappeared. We now face 

challenges that force us to decide as Europeans or become peripheral countries on a 

global scale.  

 Today the future of Europe is not whether we should have more or less 

integration. Today Europe is this: we need an effective political system in which the 

merging of sovereignties that we have agreed to will allow us to be the third leg of the 

global strategic triangle, namely the United States, China and us. Russian aggression in 

Ukraine is one way of destabilising Europe. The pandemic that we suffered two years 

ago has placed us in front of the mirror and has clearly reflected that pure and hard 

liberalism needs a European public regulator and not 27. For instance, Europe, at the 

beginning of the pandemic, did not produce a single gram of paracetamol because it did 

not see the need to “if the market would already provide it”; another example are the 

masks, which started arriving regularly during the pandemic when we started making 

joint purchases. And the fact is that dimension does count in the global market. 

 In conclusion, if the pandemic forced us to form a unit in order to face the 

exterior so that other competitors would not keep the masks, if we were able to put the 

money, intelligence and research necessary to put vaccines on the market in nine 

months, if we are capable, despite all orthodox financial theology, of taking on debt in 

the international financial capital market up to a total of 750 billion euros, and if we 

are now able to say to Russia: “the European Union is authorised to buy lethal weapons 

to make them available to Ukraine”; all this means that we have positioned ourselves as 

a bloc in the face of destabilisation. To achieve all this is an immense challenge, but we 

must do so in order to make Europe the first decarbonised competitive economy in the 
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world, although at the same time we cannot do so using the methods we all know, 

through enlightened despotism. This is what we citizens demand, and that is why 

courses like this in particular, where we work with young people on the future of 

building peace in Europe, are fundamental because people who more or less have 

responsibilities place us in front the mirror to talk about citizens' concerns. We cannot 

have an effective response if we are not able to understand the concerns of the youth, 

who will be leaders in ten years, to explain what is being done to them and to critically 

convince them to find joint solutions. 

 

 During your speech, you mentioned that there are currently three pending 

intergenerational challenges: ecology, digitisation and inclusion. What 

measures can be developed for their implementation and how can the 

different generations approach them? 

 It’s a matter concerning my generation’s responsibility. Climate change is 

undeniable and requires us to reduce emissions to the atmosphere as quickly as 

possible, although we are already late. Following the aggression in Ukraine by Russia, 

energy prices have risen and as a result we have asked the European public to try to 

consume less and in a cleaner manner. The Vice-President of the European 

Commission, Josep Borrell, claimed that we will have to get used to having the house 

at 17º C in winter, and Prime Minister Mario Draghi stated that we will have to get used 

to not using air conditioning.  

 We must explain that this sacrifice is the best chance for young people to find a 

Europe that, from the point of view of industrial development, from the point of view 

of the welfare state, will hold up. We cannot think of a Europe where desertification in 

Spain advances exponentially. We cannot afford it. What do we have to ask of young 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ACADEMY OF YUSTE Nº 19. September 2022 

ISSN 2695-7027  

INTERVIEWING  



 5 

people? To be the actors of climate change, to engage. During my speech, I also 

explained that we need young people to tell us that they are willing to volunteer to 

fight climate change; that they do not want to use the car but prefer to use public 

transport; that they are able to reduce their comfort zone in terms of emissions, etc., 

and that they do so because they are convinced of the challenge and that they, 

furthermore, propose solutions. If so, we can approach all these actions with all 

segments of society in order to reach an agreement. 

 The second challenge we have is the digital one. What do I have to say to 

children and young people? If, when you are 25, we continue with a digital world in 

which European industrial participation in terms of patents and in terms of innovation 

is the current one, that is to say, a unicorn over twenty, all your digital activity and all 

your development will be subordinated to external actors who will shut off the supply 

at their convenience as is happening now with gas and oil. Then again, we have to 

invest in making this possible from now on.  

 

 And regarding inclusive Europe?  

 We must achieve an inclusive Europe where everyone may access this 

miscegenation that we need. We must realise that we are not homogeneous societies, 

we are societies in which differences are present and this is valid in the construction of 

Europe. How do we do all this? To begin with, explaining that the European regulator, 

not that of 27, is capable of taking courageous decisions. The figures are very 

revealing. What was the first thing we did when the pandemic broke out? We 

authorised state aid covered by an extraordinary ECB facility of EUR 1.2 trillion. The 

European Commission then issued bonds to finance the Temporary Employment 

Regulation Records (ERTES) through the SURE programme and invested in research to 
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get vaccines. Today, we have a very important war machine with EUR 750 billion with 

which we are issuing bonds at European level with very beneficial interest rates. It is 

true that with the inflation caused by the global crisis started with the war in Ukraine, 

we enter a cycle of uncertainty. However, we have to say yes, it’s going to be a harsh 

winter, but what do we want?  Winter of discontent against everything? A winter like 

the one of British discontent in 1978-1979 that destroyed the classic welfare state 

models in favour of Margaret Thatcher’s liberalism? I am not criticising, it is a historical 

fact.  

 There is a wonderful English term: accountability. Public authority must be 

accountable, that is, “accountable to”. Like the responsibility we have, for example, 

for a mortgage loan. This is not an ethical-moral responsibility, but one that is 

effective, one that can be measured if you have fulfilled your responsibility. Without 

this, we will create more discontented societies and, above all, in my opinion and 

without pretending to be catastrophic, what I would like to avoid is a European 

unrestrained return to the populism that led us to the greatest disasters we have 

known in the 20th century. 

 I do not want a homeland where “if you are not with me, I’ll expel you”, but for 

each one of us to be able to express ourselves. And that homeland for me is the 

European one where there is space for republics and monarchies, but all democratic, 

with federal regimes, with centralised regimes, but where we respect, as the motto of 

the European Union says, “United in diversity”. And if we don’t do this, we will head 

towards a very dangerous populism. I wouldn’t dismiss the emergence of illiberal 

“democracies”. We cannot accept the fundamentally tortious message of saying to the 

citizenry “do you want us to be economically efficient: that we defend what’s ours 

against third parties?” It is a suicide intent that leads to the exclusion of the other and 
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we cannot afford it. That’s why I say we need to be able to take Keynesian 

reconstruction measures on condition that these measures, and I mean the Next 

Generation plan, be democratically manageable and that citizens' sacrifices be 

translated into improvements in the medium term.  

 The government has to tell citizens that by implementing these measures, which 

are not convenient for them, we risk suffering in the elections in the short term, but 

we guarantee a stable democracy in the medium and long term. This needs to be said.  

 My message is: in a situation of total crisis, with the economy closed, with 

citizens at home, facing an absolutely new panorama without knowing how this was 

going to affect the food supply chain, or our jobs, nor economic development, etc., 

facing this situation, we have been able to keep our jobs, to find vaccines, that is to 

say, we have managed to find the way, but we cannot be content with this situation 

experienced in the past. 

 Given the current problem of gas coming from Russia, Spain could adopt a 

position of indifference because we are located in the south of Europe and it, 

therefore, does not affect us, which would translate into a comfortable attitude, but 

one that is short-sighted. I believe that the solution, which is what the Spanish 

government has adopted and I say this without partisanship, is to turn this problem 

into an opportunity for the European funds to decide that strategically Spain has to be 

the entry point for liquefied gas. We have to have new alternative sources to be able 

to support possible gas cuts. We have to ensure electricity interconnection and that 

France does not place hindrances on the way with the excess we generate. That is the 

answer.  
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 And citizens have to be told that there may be restrictions if this war continues. 

Perhaps we citizens will suffer in our individual mobility, because we must ensure 

public transport and that food arrives. Citizens need to know that if this situation 

continues there will be a tremendous inflation, that there will only be enough gas to 

reach 17ºC and that electricity will have an exorbitant price. All this has to be 

explained now because if it isn’t, what will happen? That if Spain disengages because it 

has enough energy it will never be able to ask for more solidarity from the other 

countries. What is the interest of Germany and France in promoting a single electricity 

market if Spain now disengages? Take what happened with Poland as an example. This 

country, together with Hungary, has given us all the problems of the world in terms of 

migratory flows, and now they are open-mouthed because more than four million 

Ukrainians have arrived in temporary accommodation in Poland alone and they have 

realised that Europe has not looked the other way, but has rather made a collective 

effort to welcome these people. As of 2 May, in Spain, temporary protection contracts 

have been signed for almost 150,000 Ukrainians, that is, we have told Poland, Romania 

and Hungary that we are taking our share. This is the answer, the reality, the solution. 

We cannot stand by and think that hosting goes against our cohesion and our social 

identity; that is an absolute lie. 

 We are all people. Allow me to explain myself; to explain the expression well. 

We are all bastards, in the sense that if we go back in our family tree we all have 

mixed blood. Where is that identity? I think that’s the lesson we have to give from 

public places because in the end we have to understand that sacrifices affect 

everyone, that there are restrictions on everyone and that they are meant to ensure 

that Europe does not become that small Gallic village that resists the Roman Empire 

until we run out of the magic potion. 
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 And, finally, by acting together we can stop the brutal Russian aggression in 

Ukraine. As the Secretary General of the United Nations, António Guterres, said on the 

distant 24th of February, when the invasion began, on Twitter: “President Putin, in the 

name of humanity, bring your troops back to Russia”. And he will, the international 

community demands it and we have remain in this united stance. 
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