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PROGRAMA

JUEVES, 21 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2024

05h00 - 09h45 SESION INAUGURAL

# Juan Carlos Moreno Pifiero. Director de la Fundacion Academia Europea e |bercamericana de
Yuste.
Fray Guillermo Cerrato. Padre prior del Real Monasterio de Santa Maria de Guadalupe.
Isabel Belloso Bueso. Dirsctora de la Agencia Extremena de Cooperacion Internacional al
Deszarrolle (AEXCID). Junta de Extremadura.
Marlon Brevé Reyes. Embajador de Honduras en Esparia v presidencia pro tempore CELAC.
Katalin Toth. Embajadora de Hungria en Espana. Presidencia del Consejo de la UE.
Fernando Mariano Sampedro Marcos. Secretario de Estado para la Union Europea. Ministeric
de Asuntos Exteriores, Unidn Europea y Cooperacion del Gobierno de Espania.

Blogue 1: SEGUIMIENTOD DE LOS RESULTADDS DE LA CUMBRE DE JEFES DE ESTADD Y DE
GOBIERNO UE-CELAC DE JULIO DE 2023. BAJO PRESIDEN.CIA ESPARNOLA DEL CONSE]O DE LA UE

09h45 - 10h05. POMENCIA INAUGURAL: Las Relaciones UE-ALC hoy como ejemplo de destino
comun de valores compartidos y defensa del multilateralismo

#+ Annika Lotson Ldpez. Responsable para América Latina y el Caribe. Miembro del gabinete del
Alto Representante para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica de Seguridad de la Union Eurcpea y
vicepresidente de la Comisicn Europea. (20°

10h05 -11h30 MESA REDONDA: Paz y Seguridad Global

+ Carlos Malamud. Investigador principal del Real Instituto Elcano y catedratico de Historia de
Arnérica en la Universidad MNacional de Educacion a Distancia. (207
 Erika Rodriguez Pinzdn. Directora de la Fundacidn Carolina. (207

Debate (307

11h30 -12h00 Pausa café

12h00-13h30 MESA REDOMNDA: Comercio, transformacion digital v la agenda de inversiones de
la GLOBAL GATEWAY

# Christian Ghymers. Presidente IRELAC (Instoute Interdisciplinario para las Relacicnes entre la

Union Europea, America Latina, aifrica_l,' el Caribe). Vicepresidente de Robert Triffin International

RTIFUCLeuwvain. (10
* Ramon Jauregui Atondo. Presidente de la Fundacion Eurcamérica y miembro de la Academia

Eurcpea e Ibercamericana de Yuste. (10
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* Pablo Chiesa. Especialista en Alianzas Estratégicas. Banco Interamericanc de Desarrollo para la
Oficina de Europa. (107)

* Laurent Sillano. Asesor para América Latina y el Caribe en la Direccion General de Asociaciones
Internacionales de la Comision Eurcpea. (107

Debate (45

13h30 - 14h.30 COLOQUIO: Transicion verde, lucha contra el cambie climatico y desarrollo
sostenible

Monica Corrales Rodriganez. Vocal asesora en el departamento del Fondo de Cooperacion para
Agua ¥ Saneamiento de la Agencia Espaficla de Cooperacion Intermacional para el Desarrollo
{AECID). (107)
Isabel Belloso Bueso, Directora de la Agencia Extremefia de Cooperacion Intermacional al
Desarrolle (AEXCID). Junta de Extremadura. (107

+ Luis Planas Herrera. Direccion General Medicambiente. Comision Eurcpea {107

Debate (307

14h30 Pausa comida

16h00 -17h30 COLOQUID: Justicia y seguridad para los ciudadanos. Modelos de gobernanza
para crear certidumbre

* Susanne Gratius. Profesora de Relaciones Internacicnales en la Universidad Autonoma de
Madrid. (207)

* Juan Martinez Maoya. Miembro de la Comision de Coordinacion y Seguimiento de la Cumbre
Judicial Iberoamericana. (207

Debate (45

17h30 Fin de la primera jornada.

12h0d Visita al Real Monasterio de Santa Maria de Guadalupe.

VIERMES, 22 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2024

Blogue 2: LOS RESULTADOS DE LA XXI¥ CUMBRE IBEROAMERICANA DE JEFAS Y JEFES DE ESTADO
DE GOBIERND DE NOVIEMERE DE 2024

00h00 - 00h20 PRESENTACION DE RESULTADOS Y AMALISIS DE LA XXIX CUMEBRE
IBEROAMERICANA. Innovacidn, inclusidn y sostenibilidad en |Ibercamérica.

* |osé Frederico Ludovice. Secretaric Adjunto Iberoamericanc. Secretaria  General
Iperoamericana (SEGIB). (207

PRESENTATION
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The meeting “EU-CELAC Relations: Creating Certainty in the Face of Common Global
Challenges” provided a platform for debate, reflection, and the exchange of ideas,
structured into three distinct sections. It was the result of extensive collaboration between
the European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste Foundation and the State Secretariat
for the European Union within the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union,
and Cooperation of the Government of Spain. In a world undergoing constant change and
facing increasing global and human challenges, Europe and Latin America and the
Caribbean must capitalise on their relationship to respond jointly to the uncertainty that
threatens both regions. The event, held in a hybrid format, took place on 21%t and 22nd
November 2024 at the Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de Guadalupe in Extremadura.

The meeting was framed within Spain’s presidency of the Council of the European Union
and the discussions of the EU-CELAC Summit in July 2023. It also looked ahead to the
upcoming Ibero-American Summit, held in November in Cuenca, Ecuador, and the
CELAC-EU Summit set to take place in Bogotd, Colombia, in 2025. New potential
priorities were discussed, including the climate crisis, war, combating organised crime, and
managing migration, among other issues. The event aimed to analyse and debate recent
developments to ensure the effective implementation of agreed guidelines while
identifying areas of opportunity and key objectives.

The meeting brought together over one hundred participants, both in person and online,
from 26 countries across both regions and other parts of the world (Belgium, Switzerland,
Argentina, Spain, Peru, Honduras, Colombia, Mexico, Morocco, Guatemala, Venezuela,
Portugal, Panama, Nicaragua, ltaly, France, Bolivia, Ecuador, the United States, Haiti,
Chile, Hungary, Romania, and Poland). It was chaired by Juan Carlos Moreno Pifero,
director of Yuste Foundation, and coordinated by Miguel Angel Martin Ramos, the
Foundation’s delegate in Brussels, who also served as the event’s moderator.
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Thursday, 215t November 2024

Opening Session

e Juan Carlos Moreno Pifiero — Director of the European and Ibero-American
Academy of Yuste Foundation.

e Fray Guillermo Cerrato — Prior of the Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de
Guadalupe.

e Isabel Belloso Bueso — Director of the Extremaduran Agency for International
Development Cooperation (AEXCID), Regional Government of Extremadura.

e Marlon Brevé Reyes — Ambassador of Honduras to Spain and Pro Tempore
President of CELAC.

e Katalin Toth — Ambassador of Hungary to Spain. Presidency of the EU Council.

e Femando Mariano Sampedro Marcos — Secretary of State for the European
Union, Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Cooperation.

Juan Carlos Moreno Pifiero, director of the European and Ibero-American Academy of
Yuste Foundation, opened the event by highlighting the Foundation’s mission to strengthen
ties between Extremadura, Europe, and Ibero-America, guided by principles of respect,
solidarity, and the promotion of democracy, human rights, and sustainable development.
He emphasised the importance of EU-Ibero-American relations, which hold significant
global influence: together, they account for over a quarter of the world’s GDP, one-third
of UN member States, and nearly half of the G-20. Beyond their economic and political
weight, Moreno Pifiero underlined the shared cultural heritage that unites the regions, with
language as a cornerstone of common identity.

Moreno Pifiero called for joint solutions to global challenges, acknowledging that such
efforts demand both patience and a long-term vision. Quoting Mario Benedetti, he
highlighted the uncertain yet essential nature of progress. He stressed the need to build the
future on pillars such as democracy, freedom, solidarity, and respect for human rights —
values that fortify the rule of law.

In his remarks, Moreno Pifiero reaffirmed the commitment to analysing the outcomes of
recent summits, such as the one in Cuenca and the EU-CELAC Summit in Brussels, with
the aim of identifying shared challenges and reflecting on the future of democracy in both
regions. He expressed gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and all the institutions
and individuals involved in organising the event, acknowledging their efforts in creating a
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conducive atmosphere for dialogue at the Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de Guadalupe,
a symbolic site of peace and reflection.

His speech concluded with a message of hope and cooperation, emphasising that, despite
differences, the points of connection between Europe and Ibero-America are greater and
more significant. He called for continued efforts to strengthen these ties.

Fray Guillermo Cerrato, prior of the Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de Guadalupe,
welcomed participants to the event, describing the venue as an iconic space and a “Home
of the Mother in Common”. He thanked the organisers and attendees for their dedication
to fostering a gathering centred on dialogue and reflection. Cerrato highlighted the
importance of transforming interpersonal and international relations through cooperation,
drawing on the historical example of the Franciscans, who conveyed amessage of humility
and unity during the evangelisation of the Americas. He underscored the need to overcome
divisions and to build bridges instead of walls, emphasising that, “in the common house
of the Mother, let us work to build bridges and abandon the perilous temptations of
digging trenches or erecting walls”. He concluded his remarks with a hopeful appeal that
the event would contribute to building a shared future founded on peace, understanding,
and solidarity.

Isabel Belloso Bueso, director of the Extremaduran Agency for International Development
Cooperation (AEXCID), highlighted the significance of the Royal Monastery of Guadalupe
as a historical and emotional symbol reflecting the deep ties between Europe, Latin
America, and the Caribbean. She emphasised that this venue serves as a hub for dialogue
between regions with a shared history, common challenges, and an interdependent future.
Belloso pointed to current global challenges, including climate change, social and
economic inequalities, and geopolitical tensions, noting that only through international
cooperation can sustainable and effective solutions be achieved. Drawing inspiration from
Eduardo Galeano, she stressed that *“this meeting is a collective act demonstrating that,
by combining individual efforts, we can create collective solutions™. Finally, she called
for joint action to design a roadmap that strengthens democracies, fosters solidarity, and
promotes sustainability, asserting that Extremadura, with its historical and cultural
connections, will play a pivotal role in this shared mission.

Marlon Brevé Reyes, ambassador of Honduras to Spain and pro tempore president of
CELAC, underscored the importance of the present moment as a decisive opportunity to
strengthen strategic cooperation between Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean. He
recalled the significance of the 39 CELAC-EU Summit, held in Brussels in July 2023, as
a milestone that revitalised biregional relations after an eight-year hiatus. He highlighted
that this gathering marked a shared commitment to addressing global challenges and
fostering a sustainable future grounded in common values. “We are united to face global
challenges together and to build a sustainable future based on our shared values”, he
affirmed.
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Marlon Brevé Reyes emphasised the commitments made at the Summit, including
multilateralism, human rights, climate change, digital transition, and health resilience. He
particularly highlighted the importance of the Global Gateway Investment Agenda, an
initiative set to allocate €45 billion to strategic sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean
by 2027, with a focus on inclusivity and sustainability. Brevé also underscored Honduras’s
leadership as pro tempore presidency of CELAC, affirming its crucial role in building
bridges between regions and fostering dialogue and consensus.

He concluded by urging attendees to work resolutely towards strengthening this historic
partnership, describing CELAC-EU relations as a global cooperation model capable of
turning challenges into opportunities and leading the way towards sustainable, inclusive,
and equitable development. Brevé reminded the audience that the success of this
collaboration would not only benefit both regions but also serve as an inspiring example
for the rest of the world.

Katalin Toth, ambassador of Hungary to Spain, highlighted the significance of relations
between the European Union (EU) and CELAC countries in her address, emphasising that
these partnerships are grounded in shared values such as tradition, sovereignty, human
rights, and fundamental freedoms. Representing Hungary’s pro tempore presidency of the
EU Council, Téth reaffirmed Hungary’s priority to strengthen these relationships and to
lead strategic discussions that advance international cooperation.

In the context of a global political landscape shaped by the Russian invasion of Ukraine
and escalating tensions in the Middle East, she noted that Latin America and the Caribbean
present significant opportunities that Europe must not overlook, particularly given the
growing influence of actors like China. “Why not Europe?” she asked, calling for a stronger
commitment from the EU to avoid losing ground in this key region.

Toth also emphasised the importance of free trade agreements and strategies such as
Hungary’s “Southern Opening”, which have strengthened her country’s diplomatic and
economic presence in Latin America. She highlighted specific cooperation projects in areas
such as water technology transfer, combating illegal migration, protecting the Amazon
rainforest, and educational programmes like the Stipendium Hungaricum scholarships,
which this year benefitted over 600 students from 18 countries in the region.

She underscored that sustainability and climate neutrality are key priorities, as reflected in
the Budapest Declaration, which aims to position the EU as the world’s first climate-neutral
region. According to Toth, these goals require strong international partnerships and a
shared strategic vision.

In conclusion, the ambassador urged for the strengthening of biregional relations through
concrete actions and clear messages, stating that Europe needs CELAC countries to
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advance strategic projects that benefit both regions. “More practice, less theory”, she
concluded, calling for the transformation of shared ambitions into tangible realities.

Fernando Mariano Sampedro Marcos, secretary of State for the European Union at
Spain’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Cooperation, began his remarks
by highlighting the close relationship between Europe and Latin America. He expressed
gratitude for the solidarity Spain received, particularly from Latin America and the
Caribbean, following recent climate tragedies. Sampedro emphasised the historical and
human ties between the two regions, mentioning the reciprocal migration flows that have
been crucial in building a deep and enduring relationship.

In terms of the current context of the European Union, Sampedro Marcos highlighted the
institutional change taking place following the European elections in June, marking the
beginning of a new phase with the arrival of new authorities in the main European
institutions. He pointed out that, despite global challenges such as Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine and the aftermath of the pandemic, the EU remains focused on three core
priorities: security, competitiveness, and the protection of democracies. However, he
emphasised the need for Europe to drive the social, green, and digital transitions, ensuring
that no one is left behind.

The secretary of State also stressed the importance of continuing to strengthen ties between
the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean. Despite some challenges in
the relationship, Spain continues to advocate for the region to remain a priority on
the EU’s agenda. He reiterated that both regions share a set of values, interests, and
priorities, which provides a solid foundation for closer cooperation in the future. In this
regard, he highlighted efforts to promote bilateral agreements and cooperation in
areas such as climate change, reindustrialisation, and global governance.

Block 1: FOLLOW-UP ON THE RESULTS OF THE EU-CELAC SUMMIT OF
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF JULY 2023, UNDER THE SPANISH
PRESIDENCY OF THE EU COUNCIL

KEYNOTE ADDRESS - EU-LAC Relations Today as an Example of a Shared Value
Destination and Defence of Multilateralism

Annika Lotson Lopez. Head of Latin America and the Caribbean. Member of the Cabinet
of the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of the European Union
and Vice-President of the European Commission.

The keynote address by Annika Lotson Lopez, head of Latin America and the Caribbean
in the EU High Representative’s Cabinet for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, focused

EUROPEAN AND IBERO-AMERICAN ACADEMY OF YUSTE FOUNDATION

www.fundacionyuste.es



http://www.fundacionyuste.es/

MINISTERIO \ @ FUNDACION

DE ASUNTOS I YUSTE
EXT,ERIORES’ ACADEMIA EUROPEA E
UNION EUROPEA IBEROAMERICANA

on the strategic relationship between the European Union (EU) and Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC), highlighting the importance of shared values and multilateralism as key
pillars of current cooperation. She expressed her gratitude to the organising institutions and
emphasised the solidarity and commitment both regions maintain to face global challenges.

Lotson Lopez stressed that, despite some differences, Europe and Latin America are
partners by choice, united by common interests and the defence of fundamental principles
such as democracy, the rule of law, and human rights. In this regard, she highlighted the
importance of strengthening multilateral institutions and promoting deeper mutual
cooperation to address global threats, such as natural disasters, pandemics, military
aggression, and disinformation. She also emphasised the shared commitment to creating
certainty in the face of global challenges, aiming to ensure life, stability, freedom, security,
and prosperity in cohesive and inclusive societies. Cooperation in the multilateral sphere
was highlighted as essential, citing the joint work of the EU and LAC in adopting
global regulations on issues such as trade, sustainability, and the environment, with
the High Seas Treaty on marine biodiversity conservation as an example.

Additionally, the need to reform and strengthen international institutions to make
them more inclusive and effective was discussed, supporting LAC’s ambition to gain
more space and influence in global decision-making. In the bi-regional context, the
speaker mentioned significant advances in the relationship with LAC, such as the relaunch
of the EU-CELAC summit and the creation of new bilateral cooperation and strategic
agreements with key countries in the region, such as Mexico, Brazil, and Chile.

In terms of economic and social development, the speaker highlighted the importance of
trade and cooperation agreements that promote inclusion and sustainability, mentioning
programmes like Aeroclima, Amazonia Plus, and the digital alliance between the EU and
LAC, which aims to improve digital connectivity and foster a fairer and more effective
ecological transition. Moreover, cooperation in cybersecurity and the fight against
deforestation in the region were emphasised.

Finally, Lotson LOpez expressed the EU’s commitment to strengthening democratic
institutions in LAC, highlighting the election observation mission in Guatemala and the
political situation in Venezuela, underscoring the EU’s support for a democratic and
peaceful solution for the country. She concluded her address by emphasising that the EU-
LAC relationship is essential for the future of both regions and expressed hope for further
strengthening this bridge between the two continents as a symbol of global cooperation and
solidarity.

ROUNDTABLE: Global Peace and Security
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e Carlos Malamud: senior analyst at the Elcano Royal Institute and full professor of
American History at the National University of Distance Education (UNED).
e FErika Rodriguez Pinzon: director of the Carolina Foundation.

Carlos Malamud, senior analyst at the Elcano Royal Institute and full professor of
American History at the National University of Distance Education, provided a detailed
analysis of the relations between Latin America and the European Union in the context of
global peace and security.

Malamud highlighted the increasing fragmentation of Latin America, which has made
it difficult to build consensus both regionally and globally. This fragmentation is reflected
in the growing political polarisation and the intensification of hostile relations among Latin
American presidents, expressed through personal attacks and disparaging comments. He
also pointed out that populism has gained ground in the region, with figures ranging from
leaders like Javier Milei to figures such as Ortega and Lopez Obrador, significantly
transforming the Latin American political landscape since the 1990s.

Carlos Malamud also addressed Europe’s growing disinterest in Latin America
following the 2008 financial crisis and the increasing influence of China in the region.
He emphasised that, despite these changes, the relations between Europe and Latin
America remain stronger in key areas such as migration, trade, and educational
cooperation. However, he noted that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has revealed both the
internal unity of the European Union in facing the conflict, as well as its global isolation.
In this context, the relationship between Europe and Latin America faces significant
challenges, with the need to strengthen cooperation and define a common agenda being
crucial for the future of this relationship, especially looking ahead to the Bogotd Summit
in 2025.

In conclusion, Malamud emphasised that while the biregional relations between Europe
and Latin America have historically been strong, recent political and economic
changes call for a re-evaluation of common objectives and an adaptation to an
increasingly polarised global context.

Erika Rodriguez Pinzon, director of the Carolina Foundation, addressed various
fundamental aspects of the security situation in Latin America and its relationship with
Europe, highlighting the growing complexity of challenges in the region. In her speech,
Rodriguez emphasised the global uncertainty affecting international relations and how this
impacts Latin American politics, especially in the face of international conflicts such as the
war in Ukraine and the situation in Gaza. She pointed out that internal tensions in Latin
American countries have made it difficult to build consensus on security issues,
contributing to the trivialisation of international relations and transforming the
debate into a superficial topic on social media rather than a serious diplomatic matter.
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Rodriguez highlighted internal insecurity in Latin America as one of the main
challenges, emphasising that organised crime has evolved into asignificant and much more
complex threat than drug trafficking by diversifying its activities and spreading througho ut
the region. Extortion and other forms of organised crime have become integrated into social
structures, making it difficult for the State to confront them. Insome areas, organised crime
not only competes with the State but also takes on functions of social management.

Additionally, Rodriguez emphasised the urgent need for a coordinated international
response, particularly with Europe, to address insecurity in Latin America. The region is
facing growing social and political destabilisation, and organised crime has become a
global destabilising actor that affects both Latin America and Europe. Rodriguez
concluded by stating that to address these challenges, sub-national dialogue and the
strengthening of security forces within a democratic framework are essential, thus
establishing a mutual commitment between Latin America and Europe in the field of
security.

During the debate, insecurity in Latin America and the need for an internal regional
response to overcome fragmentation were discussed. Miguel Angel highlighted the
common fear uniting Latin Americans and asked how they could confront the problem
together. Carlos Malamud emphasised that the solution must come from the Latin
Americans themselves, as regional integration is politicised and fragmented. Alberto
Brunori added that the restriction of civic space, such as attacks on the press, is another
challenge that needs to be addressed. Pablo Chiesa stressed the importance of trust in
institutions and mentioned an alliance of international banks for regional security. Erika
agreed that Europe cannot solve the problem, but it can collaborate in the protection of
human rights and the building of trust. In summary, the need for regional and international
cooperation to address insecurity and civic rights was underscored.

ROUNDTABLE: Commerce, Digital Transformation, and the Investment Agenda of
Global Gateway

e Christian Ghymers: president of IRELAC (Interdisciplinary Institute for
Relations between the European Union, Latin America, and the Caribbean) and vice
president of Robert Triffin International — RTI/UCLouvain.

e Ramodn Jauregui Atondo: president of Euroamérica Foundation and member of
the European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste.

e Pablo Chiesa: specialist in Strategic Alliances. Inter-American Development
Bank. Europe Office.

e Laurent Sillano: Adviser for Latin America and the Caribbean at the Directorate-
General for International Partnerships of the European Commission.
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Christian Ghymers, president of IRELAC and vice president of Robert Triffin
International — RTI/UCLouvain, began his presentation by addressing the global systemic
crisis, identifying climate change as the most severe and irreversible challenge humanity
faces. He stated that, based on current economic models, the goal of net-zero CO2emissions
is likely to be achieved by 2050, not through planned efforts, but as a potential result of a
catastrophic event that could end current civilisation. To mitigate this risk, Ghymers
emphasised the urgent need for a significant increase in investment in clean energy,
pointing out that Latin America would need to mulktiply its current investments in this sector
by more than fivefold.

Regarding the relationship between Europe and Latin America, Ghymers criticised the lack
of significant progress despite the efforts of previous summits, arguing that solutions have
been insufficient due to the continued use of 19th-century, top-down diplomatic models
that fail to address real problems. He proposed shifting to a bottom-up approach based
on technical collaboration between experts from both regions, who would work
together to build trust and develop solutions. This approach would enable experts in
areas such as macroeconomics, the environment, and health to draft consensus-based
proposals to present to political decision-makers.

Ghymers emphasised that cooperation between Europe and Latin America is feasible, as
both regions face similar challenges, albeit on different scales. He suggested leveraging
complementarities in productivity and global value chains, which could enhance the
international influence of both regions and strengthen their voice in multilateral forums.
He particularly underscored the need to improve competitiveness in services and high
technology, areas where both Europe and Latin America exhibit significant shortcomings.

Finally, Ghymers suggested that collaboration in these areas, especially involving SMEs
and universities, could enhance productivity in both regions. This approach, he noted,
would not require large budgets, as university experts are willing to collaborate pro bono.
However, it would necessitate a fundamental shift in the method of cooperation.

Ramon Jauregui Atondo, president of Euroamérica Foundation, highlighted three key
points related to commerce, digital transformation, and the investment agenda of the Global
Gateway initiative. First, he underscored the historical importance of the 2023 Brussels
Summit, which re-established a relationship between Europe and Latin America that had
been on hold for over eight years. He also highlighted the creation of the Global Gateway
agenda, a landmark initiative featuring €45 billion in EU financing aimed at strengthening
economic cooperation between the two regions.

In the trade sector, Jauregui emphasised the ratification of the association agreement
between the European Union and Central America, as well as the modernisation of
agreements with Chile to align with new economic realities. However, he pointed out that
the greatest challenges lie in the pending agreements with Mexico and Mercosur. He
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warned that if France were to block the Mercosur agreement again, Europe would miss a
crucial opportunity to consolidate its commercial relationship with Latin America.

Regarding digital transformation, Jauregui highlighted the importance of the European
Digital Alliance launched in 2022, noting the potential for cooperation between Europe
and Latin America in developing technologies such as the Internet of things, cybersecurity,
and the digitalisation of small and medium-sized enterprises. However, he cautioned about
the challenges posed by competition from Chinese and American companies in the tech
sector, which complicates achieving parity in technology transfer to Latin America.

Finally, he addressed the challenges related to Global Gateway investments. Despite the
initiative’s 135 key projects for Latin America’s development, Jauregui mentioned the lack
of awareness among European businesses about the agenda and the competition
posed by Chinese companies, which benefit from much greater financial backing. He
also noted that European companies often complain about inadequate financial support
within the Global Gateway’s framework, limiting their ability to compete with other
nations in the region.

In conclusion, Jauregui called for more coordinated and robust action to overcome these
obstacles and seize the opportunities for collaboration between Europe and Latin America
in key areas such as commerce, digital transformation, and strategic investments.

Pablo Chiesa, a specialist in strategic alliances at the Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) for the Europe Office, highlighted the main challenges faced by Latin America and
the Caribbean in the digital sphere during his presentation. He pointed out that over 250
million people in the region remain excluded from digital access, representing a significant
barrier to economic and social development. Chiesa compared mobile broadband coverage
in Latin America (86%) with the OECD average (98%), underscoring the stark connectivity
inequalities that persist between urban and rural areas as well as across generations. He
emphasised that, according to an IDB study, over one billion dollars annually are still
needed to bridge the digital divide in terms of connectivity.

The specialist outlined three fundamental challenges that must be addressed: the
connectivity gap, the low levels of technological adoption by businesses, and the limited
capacity of the public sector in many countries in the region. Despite 86% of the
population being covered by mobile broadband networks, some areas still lack
sufficient infrastructure to ensure equitable internet access. He also revealed that out
of the 32 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, only 22 have implemented digital
transformation strategies, highlighting the lag in this field.

Chiesa further emphasised the IDB’s efforts to tackle these issues through specific projects
and resource allocation. Currently, the IDB is managing 64 loan operations in the field of
digital transformation, totalling owver three billion dollars. As a concrete example, he
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mentioned the Para Mesh Conectado project, an ambitious digital transformation
programme in Brazil's Para State, funded by the IDB in partnership with French
cooperation. This project aims to extend connectivity to public centres, schools, and
businesses through the installation of a submarine cable linking Fortaleza to French
Guiana, contributing to the Global Gateway initiative.

Chiesa also discussed the IDB’s role in modernising the international financial architecture.
In 2024, the IDB assumed the presidency of the group of multilateral development banks,
enabling greater coordination with Brazil’'s G20 presidency, strengthening the
effectiveness of multilateral banks, and enhancing their response to the demands of Latin
American and Caribbean countries. In this context, he highlighted efforts to increase the
use of innovative financial instruments, such as hybrid capital, and stressed the importance
of working with European partners to maximise private investment in the region.

Regarding cooperation with Europe, Chiesa emphasised the significance of initiatives like
Global Gateway, which enable the IDB and its European partners to collaborate in
addressing shared challenges. The IDB is committed to an internal transformation aimed
at strengthening its impact in the region, including the recapitalisation of its private-sector
arm (IDB Invest) and support for technological innovation projects through IDB Lab. This
cooperative approach seeks not only to bridge development gaps but also to create an
enabling environment for investment and economic development in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Laurent Sillano, adviser for Latin America and the Caribbean at the Directorate-General
for International Partnerships of the European Commission, began his remarks by quoting
European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen, who highlighted that the next five
years would be crucial in defining Europe’s global position. Sillano stressed that, to tackle
current geopolitical and economic challenges, the European Commission has established a
new Clean Industrial Deal. This initiative aims to help EU businesses achieve climate
targets while ensuring competitiveness and sustainable access to energy and raw materials.
The pact is also designed to address threats stemming from technological competition and
the growing interdependence between the economy and security.

Sillano explained that, in an increasingly interconnected world, Europe’s external
economic policy must align with its strategies for economic security, commerce, and
investment. On economic security, he emphasised the importance of mitigating risks
arising from economic dependencies without disengaging from major global blocs. The
European Union’s trade policy aims to strengthen ties with international partners through
free and fair trade agreements, ensuring reciprocity and fair competition. He mentioned
initiatives such as the aggregated gas demand mechanism, which could be expanded to
include hydrogen and critical raw materials, with the goal of diversifying supply chains
and reducing Europe’s economic wulnerability.
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The Global Gateway is a key tool in this approach. Sillano detailed how the European
Commission has developed this strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean, outlined in
the Global Gateway Investment Agenda (GGIA), which includes 130 projects focused
on sustainable investments. By collaborating with regional partners, the objective is to
enhance the resilience and strategic autonomy of Latin America, particularly through
industrialisation and economic diversification. He noted that one of the lessons learned
during the first 16 months of GGIA implementation is the need to mobilise both private
capital and public funding to address the sustainable investment gap and improve the
region’s competitiveness.

A crucial aspect of this strategy is ensuring that investments adhere to high standards of
governance, social responsibility, and environmental sustainability. Sillano cited examples
such as 5G Trusted Vendors and the European Rail Traffic Management System, which
involve not only infrastructure investment but also the development of local regulations
and technical capacities. He also stressed the importance of effective coordination among
the 27 EU Member States, their development institutions, and the private sector to work
collaboratively in the region.

Sillano concluded by stating that the Global Gateway aims not only to deepen cooperation
with Latin  America and the Caribbean but also to enhance Europe’s global
competitiveness. He emphasised that, despite the challenges, mutual cooperation remains
essential to tackling global issues such as climate change and energy security. He closed
his remarks by reaffirming the EU’s commitment to making the region a key partner in the
green and digital transitions, enabling both continents to move together towards a more
sustainable and prosperous future.

During the roundtable debate, it was noted that, beyond a lack of understanding of the
Global Gateway agreement, businesses and citizens are insufficiently informed about its
potential. Questions were raised about how to overcome this lack of awareness. The
discussion explored the expansion of the Global Gateway initiative, which was seen as
dependent on greater engagement from both the business sector and European
governments. Suggestions included a more prominent role for EU embassies in Latin
America to bridge this gap. The Mercosur agreement also featured in the debate, with
participants highlighting the need for technical agreements and majority wvoting to
overcome resistance, particularly from France and Austria.

The debate underscored that the challenges facing the Global Gateway were not only
related to communication but also to its methodology. Participants proposed that the
initiative had not been adequately designed to engage local stakeholders and encourage
bottom-up participation. Tariff barriers were criticised as ineffective measures to protect
sectors such as agriculture, with international examples cited as evidence.
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A recommendation from the discussion was that Latin America could strategically
contribute to Europe through partnerships in critical raw materials for the green transition
and in biodiversity, highlighting successful examples of cooperation between the two
continents in these areas.

There was agreement regarding the fact that cooperation remains vital, with the reassurance
that not all is lost. He emphasised tangible progress already made towards the ecological
transition, progress that could solidify within the next five years. In the course of the debate,
specific challenges in Colombia were highlighted, particularly the lack of clarity regarding
which projects to present in alignment with the Global Gateway and limited awareness
within both the government and the private sector about its benefits.

The fact that European companies have shown low participation in bidding for major
projects in Central America was also highlighted, despite the availability of financing
mechanisms under the Global Gateway. On the other hand, the efforts of the European
Commission to improve the organisation and dissemination of the Global Gateway were
explained, although it was acknowledged that more work was needed to generate greater
interest from companies in Latin America. The debate concluded by emphasising that the
current dollar-based monetary system hinders global decarbonisation, and that a much
deeper reform of the international financial system is necessary to achieve this.

PANEL DISCUSSION - Green Transition, Climate Change Mitigation, and
Sustainable Development

e Monica Corrales Rodrigafiez. Adviser in the Water and Sanitation Cooperation
Fund Department at the Spanish Agency for International Development
Cooperation (AECID).

e Isabel Belloso Bueso. Director of the Extremaduran Agency for International
Development Cooperation (AEXCID). Regional Government of Extremadura.

e Luis Planas Herrera. Directorate-General for Environment. European
Commission.

Moénica Corrales Rodrigafez, adviser in the Water and Sanitation Cooperation Fund
Department of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID),
shared insights from her over 30 years of experience in development cooperation,
particularly in areas related to climate change, sustainability, and the green transition.
During her presentation, she highlighted the strategic importance of international
cooperation in these fields, noting conceptual and practical progress made over the past
three decades. She emphasised the central role of water and sanitation, sectors where she
has been deeply involved through Spanish cooperation efforts.
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She referred to key reports on climate change, including the Stockholm University report
on planetary boundaries and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
assessments. She stressed the urgency of the climate emergency, citing successes such as
the improvement of the ozone layer thanks to the Montreal Protocol. Despite the
challenges, she highlighted the vast amount of information now available, which is vital
for tackling climate issues. She also mentioned international cooperation efforts to address
the wulnerabilities and inequalities exacerbated by climate change, with particular focus on
climate finance initiatives.

Corrales Rodrigafiez also emphasised the importance of equity in combating climate
change, pointing out that the wealthiest 10% of countries are responsible for 50% of
global emissions. She noted that international cooperation has increasingly adopted a
holistic approach promoting environmental, social, and economic transitions, a concept
solidified since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015. She further
highlighted the key role of the private sector in the energy transition, particularly in the
growth of renewable energy, whose costs have significantly decreased in recent years.

Her remarks continued with a discussion of European Union and CELAC cooperation
projects, in which she has been actively involved over decades. She stressed that shared
agendas and negotiations on climate change and biodiversity have been essential in
strengthening ties between the two blocs. Corrales underscored the ongoing
importance of development cooperation as a cornerstone of international climate
action, despite financial challenges, and cited specific projects in areas such as energy
transition and climate resilience. Finally, she emphasised the need to transform the
relationship between humanity and nature, advocating for this shift as essential to
creating lasting solutions to environmental and social challenges.

Isabel Belloso Bueso, director of the Extremaduran Agency for International Development
Cooperation (AEXCID), highlighted the crucial role of decentralised and regional
cooperation in strengthening relations between the European Union and Latin America and
the Caribbean. In her presentation, Belloso Bueso explained how regional cooperation, like
the initiatives carried out in Extremadura, directly improves living conditions in local
territories and addresses global challenges such as climate change, inequality, and food
security. Decentralised cooperation offers a closer, more direct approach to the
territories, employing a bottom-up methodology that enables collaboration among local
communities, civil organisations, and regional governments.

Belloso Bueso stressed the importance of this type of cooperation in fostering solidarity
and mutual respect, arguing that cooperation should not be seen merely as assistance to
developing countries, but as a reciprocal process in which cooperating countries also learn
and develop capabilities for their own progress. She also noted that regional cooperation
not only meets external needs but also creates opportunities for the development of the
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cooperating territories themselves, positioning Extremadura as a bridge between Europe
and Latin America.

Isabel Belloso Bueso also discussed the Extremaduran Regional Government’s cooperation
policy, which is strategically oriented towards Latin America and the Caribbean. This
policy prioritises action in key areas such as tackling inequalities, rural development, food
security, and cooperation on human mobility and migration. The cooperation projects
selected for 2024, with a budget exceeding €3 million, include initiatives in countries such
as Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, and Cuba. These projects incorporate strong
components of sustainable development, gender equality, human rights, and capacity-
building.

The director also emphasised how Extremadura’s regional cooperation aligns with the
priorities of Spanish cooperation, the European Union, and global strategies such as
the Global Gateway. She underlined the importance of cooperation in advancing the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly those related to climate justice, food
security, and environmental sustainability. Belloso Bueso highlighted the collaborative
work with various multilateral organisations, including the United Nations, to strengthen
cooperation in knowledge-sharing, technology, and human development.

In closing, Belloso Bueso underscored efforts to improve the integration of regional
cooperation with European funding and other international mechanisms. This, she argued,
will enable Extremadura to continue playing an active role in global cooperation,
contributing to the development of fair and sustainable solutions for the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Luis Planas Herrera, director-General for Environment at the European Commission,
shared his perspective on cooperation between Europe and Latin America in the context of
the climate crisis and global environmental challenges. Although unable to attend in person
due to commitments in Brussels, he joined the session online, expressing his gratitude for
the opportunity to contribute to the discussion.

In his address, Planas Herrera underscored the importance of positive and constructive
cooperation between Europe and Latin America, particularly in light of the Ministerial
Summit on Environment and Climate Change held in Costa Rica. He reaffirmed the
European Union’s commitment to investing in projects that advance the green transition,
highlighting the “Team Europe” approach, which aims to coordinate actions by the
European Commission and EU Member States in Latin America. Programmes such as
Euroclima Plus and Alimbes Verde serve as active examples of this collaboration.

Planas Herrera identified three key areas of cooperation in the region: biodiversity, circular
economy and plastics, and water management. Regarding biodiversity, he highlighted the
Global Biodiversity Framework, a global agreement involving the EU and CELAC that
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was further reinforced at the recent COP16 in Cali. He pointed out the significant
achievement of including indigenous peoples and local communities in decision-making
on biodiversity matters. Additionally, he discussed the creation of the Cali Fund,
established to finance projects related to biodiversity’s genetic resources. This initiative
allows companies benefiting from these resources to contribute to the development of the
regions where they originate.

In the area of the circular economy, Planas Herrera discussed efforts to combat plastic
pollution, highlighting Europe’s longstanding advancements in recycling and eco-
design policies. Cooperation with Latin America in this field aims to share best practices
and encourage investments, particularly through the Global Gateway initiative. He also
underscored ongoing negotiations for an international treaty against plastic pollution,
where countries in the region, such as Ecuador, are playing an active role.

Planas concluded his address by reaffirming that cooperation with CELAC remains a
priority for the European Union. He expressed hope that joint efforts would continue to be
pivotal during the next term of the European Commission, ensuring concrete and effective
action against the environmental challenges facing the region.

During a reflective segment following the presentations, the speakers discussed climate
change and environmental policies, emphasising the importance of international
collaboration, resource management —especially water— and the fight against climate
denialism. The discussion highlighted the need for pre-emptive action to avoid escalating
conflicts over water resources and reflected on barriers to climate action, such as economic
interests and democracies’ challenges in adopting long-term perspectives.

A thought-provoking perspective was introduced regarding the role of human emotions in
decision-making. It was suggested that primitive instincts might contribute to climate
denialism, particularly in figures like Trump. Participants noted that climate change does
not register as an immediate threat in the way the ozone layer crisis did, making effective
action more difficult. They argued that addressing climate change requires incorporating
emotional intelligence alongside logic to drive collective change.

Legislation was also discussed, with speakers expressing gratitude to the EU for postponing
the implementation of anti-deforestation regulations and requesting more support for small
businesses. Reflections on humanity’s disconnection from nature brought attention to the
concept of “ecological intelligence”, proposing that indigenous peoples, with their closer
connection to their environment, have valuable insights into adaptation and prevention
strategies.

The debate concluded by emphasising the need to better explain the climate challenge
through a form of “pedagogy” to combat denialism and foster a global sense of shared
responsibility. It was noted that each region’s unique perception of nature should be
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factored into policies and international cooperation efforts. The session closed on a hopeful
note, with a call to maintain optimism and continue striving to address these global
challenges.

PANEL DISCUSSION: Justice and Security for Citizens. Governance Models to
Create Certainty

e Susanne Gratius. Professor of International Relations at the Autonomous University of
Madrid.

e Juan Martinez Moya. Member of the Coordination and Monitoring Committee of the
Ibero-American Judicial Summit.

Susanne Gratius, professor of International Relations at the Autonomous University of
Madrid, presented her analysis onthe justice and security challenges in Latin America and
Europe, focusing on the contrasts between the two regions and the effects of increasing
global insecurity. Gratius highlighted that, in times of uncertainty, both Latin America and
Europe face a common anxiety, driven by collective fears such as inflation, unemployment,
violence, climate change, and health threats. This context, according to the professor, has
led to a shift toward a security approach more focused on realism and securitisation,
moving away from the liberal perspectives that prevailed in past decades. In particular,
geopolitics, which she herself finds uncomfortable, has gained greater importance, and the
return of more realistic and authoritarian discourses has displaced the model of peace and
cooperation that previously defined both the European Union and CELAC.

Gratius emphasised that, in Latin America, citizen insecurity has become a central issue,
being a socially constructed phenomenon that exceeds the global average by three
times in terms of homicide rates. The region faces a profound dilemma between
democracy, justice, and security, as it is very difficult to maintain all three at the same time.
Insecurity, in addition to generating significant economic costs (approximately 3.5% of the
region’s annual GDP), has led to processes of autocratisation. In 2023, the Economic
Intelligence Unit’s Democracy Index reflected the increasing presence of hybrid regimes,
dictatorships, or “electodictatorships”, such as those in Nicaragua and Venezuela, and a
notable decline in citizens’ trust in democratic institutions. In this context, Gratius pointed
out that political polarisation and widespread distrust in political and judicial systems in
the region make it difficult to build stable democratic societies.

Professor Gratius also addressed the issue of combating organised crime and drug
trafficking, highlighting that there are no effective regional responses in Latin America,
which exacerbates the problem. National governance models have proven ineffective, and
international cooperation in this area has been limited. Additionally, dysfunctional States
in the region, although they monopolise violence, often exercise that violence against their
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own citizens, as seen in Venezuela and Nicaragua. The privatisation of security, which
favours authoritarian regimes, has worsened the situation, alongside the lack of access to
efficient, impartial, and independent justice, a common problem in many Latin American
countries, even those with relatively strong institutions, such as Brazil.

In light of this reality, Gratius proposed several security models for Latin America. The
hard-hand approach adopted by Nayib Bukele in El Salvador, despite criticisms, has been
successful in terms of citizen support, with a significant reduction in homicides. However,
this model has been criticised for its cost in terms of democracy. In contrast, the more
comprehensive model promoted by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) has not
been as successful in delivering tangible results. Gratius also mentioned the case of
Uruguay, which presents a more balanced approach, with greater trust in institutions and a
lesser impact from drug trafficking, making it a model to follow in the region.

In Europe, the situation is more favourable in terms of trust in justice and security.
However, Gratius warned that security, in the context of the migration crisis and the war
in Ukraine, has become a higher priority, leading to a tension between democratic values
and the need to ensure stability. The securitisation of migration has been a dominant theme
in the European political agenda, and the rising influence of far-right parties and populist
movements has strengthened nationalist and anti-immigration rhetoric. Gratius emphasised
that the European Union, although it still maintains a system of owversight through its
institutions and the judicial system, faces a growing problem of political co-optation in
countries like Hungary, where president Viktor Orban has exerted authoritarian control
over the judiciary.

In terms of security, Gratius observed that Europe facesa similar dilemma to Latin
America: the increasing focus on security could result in a reduction of democratic
rights and justice. Finally, Gratius suggested that both Europe and Latin America need
a collaborative and horizontal approach to tackle common issues of security and
justice. She proposed the creation of a public policy laboratory, which would allow for
contrasting governance models and best practices between both regions. This approach
should be based on continuous dialogue around shared problems, avoiding a paternalistic
relationship. In her conclusion, Gratius emphasised that security should not be achieved at
the expense of democracy, and that, rather than hard-hand models, approaches like that of
Uruguay, and in Europe, examples from countries with a solid rule of law, should serve as
guides to move towards sustainable solutions.

Juan Martinez Moya, member of the Coordination and Monitoring Committee of the
Ibero-American Judicial Summit, began his speech by thanking Yuste Foundation and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for providing a platform where judicial bodies could share their
perspective, beyond statistics and broad policies. In his presentation, he underlined that
the judiciary is not a transformative agent of society, but an entity responsible for
applying the law within the framework of the rule of law. He advocated for an approach
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that allows for a better understanding of the everyday realities of justice in different
countries, emphasising the importance of international judicial cooperation and
understanding the specific challenges faced by judges, such as mass trials in countries like
El Salvador.

Martinez Moya detailed the work carried out by the Ibero-American Judicial Summit,
which brings together the 23 judicial powers of Ibero-America with the aim of promoting
cooperation and coordination among them. He highlighted that the Summit has focused on
the adoption of concrete projects, such as the Hundred Rules of Brasilia, which advocate
for the protection of vulnerable individuals, and the development of legal cooperation
instruments such as IBERRED. In this context, he emphasised the importance of judicial
independence, a concept he believes transcends national borders and must be understood
within the framework of the international legal community.

In his speech, he referred to ongoing projects within the 229 edition of the lbero-American
Judicial Summit, such as the use of artificial intelligence in the judicial field, access to
justice for vulnerable individuals, and addressing organised crime through protocols
and practical guides. He highlighted the need to specialise judicial bodies to combat
organised crime and advocated for a more modern approach to judicial investigations,
drawing on the European Union’s regulations on the creation of joint investigation teams.

Martinez Moya also discussed the importance of legal certainty, a concept closely
linked to judicial independence, noting that the predictability of the law is crucial for
conflict resolution and social peace. He highlighted that the Ibero-American Judicial
Summit has worked to establish judicial governance based on transparency, accountability,
and the reasoning behind judicial decisions, proposing soft law systems such as good
governance standards imported from the European Union.

Finally, he emphasised that the Ibero-American Judicial Summit has made significant
strides in international legal cooperation, especially in creating instruments such as the
Hispanic Dictionary of Legal Spanish, and improving collaboration among the judicial
systems of Ibero-America. He concluded by stressing that, while challenges remain, legal
certainty must be guaranteed not only by the State but also by the judiciary, and that judicial
independence is crucial to ensuring a framework of stability and trust in society.

The debate of this colloquium revolved around significant topics such as democracy,
international judicial cooperation, and technological challenges within the judiciary.
The risk to democracy, especially in countries with organised crime and threatened justice,
was highlighted, and the possibility that Europe could also face these same dangers was
raised. In addition, the collaboration between the judicial bodies of Ibero-America and their
relationship with other European entities was discussed.
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One of the key points was the discussion on the impact of new technologies, such as
artificial intelligence and the technological control of individuals, using China as an
example. The balance between technological control and the protection of individual
rights was also mentioned. Regarding international judicial cooperation, the need to
create networks and platforms like Iberred to strengthen collaboration between the
judicial powers of lIbero-America and Europe was emphasised, along with the
importance of the Ibero-American Judicial Summit.

Finally, the relevance of specialisation in environmental and human rights courts was
discussed, citing the evolution of justice in gender-based violence cases asan example.
The importance of creating an environmental legal culture was highlighted, as well as
the need to use technological tools, such as artificial intelligence, to improve the
management of such cases. The debate concluded with the need to strengthen judicial
cooperation mechanisms and promote greater awareness of environmental rights
globally.

FRIDAY, 22"¢ NOVEMBER 2024

Block 2: OUTCOMES OF THE 29™ IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT OF HEADS
OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT, NOVEMBER 2024

PRESENTATION OF RESULTS AND ANALYSIS OF THE 29™ IBERO-
AMERICAN SUMMIT: Innovation, Inclusion, and Sustainability in Ibero-America
e José Frederico Ludovice. Deputy Secretary-General. Ibero-American General
Secretariat (SEGIB).

José Frederico Ludovice, deputy secretary-general of the Ibero-American General
Secretariat (SEGIB), presented the results and challenges of the recent Ibero-American
Summit held in Cuenca, Ecuador. During his speech, he highlighted the political, logistical,
and diplomatic difficulties that characterised the context of the summit, as well as the
progress and commitments made by the member countries.

Ludovice explained that the summit took place in a complex environment due to changes
in the Ecuadorian government, regional tensions, and overlapping dates with important
international events such as the G20 summit and the APEC high-level week. He also
pointed out that previous diplomatic incidents led to the absence of three countries
(Mexico, Nicaragua, and Venezuela), although he emphasised that these nations
participated actively in the preparation of the official documents.

Despite these challenges, he highlighted that 92%o of the member countries’ quotas were
paid, reflecting a strong commitment to the ongoing operations of SEGIB. He also
underscored the achievements in approving the budget and the action plan for the next
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biennium, as well as the consolidation of initiatives in areas such as innovation,
sustainability, and social cohesion.

Among the critical issues, Ludovice highlighted the debate over the embargo on Cuba,
which prevented a consensus on a joint declaration. However, 19 countries signed a
political declaration reaffirming the importance of the Ibero-American community as a
space for dialogue and cooperation.

Looking ahead, he noted that Spain would assume the pro tempore Secretariat, generating
positive expectations for overcoming current challenges and advancing the regional
agenda. He further emphasised that SEGIB would continue working on implementing
current mandates, including projects in digitalisation, the environment, food security,
and international financial architecture, among others.

Finally, Ludovice highlighted the resilience of the Ibero-American community in the face
of political tensions and global challenges, expressing his confidence that future summits
would be key to strengthening this regional collaboration.

DISCUSSION PANEL ON THE IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT: Innovation,
Inclusion, and Sustainability in Ibero-America. Present and Future

e Andrés Delich. Deputy secretary-general of the Organisation of Ibero-American States
(OEI)

e Carmen Fermandez Torres. Ambassadress-at-Large for Summits and the Ibero-
American Space. State Secretary for Ibero-America and the Caribbean and Spanish
Worldwide, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Cooperation.

e Wilma Andrade. Ambassadress of Ecuador to Spain.

e José Frederico Ludovice. Deputy secretary-general of the lbero-American General
Secretariat (SEGIB)

Andrés Delich spoke on behalf of Mariano Jabonero, director of the Organisation of Ibero-
American States (OEI), highlighting the institution’s trajectory during its 75 years of
existence. He emphasised that the OEI, composed of ministers of education from lIbero-
American countries, operates 20 offices and manages around 600 projects focused on
education, science, and culture.

During his speech, Delich reflected on Ibero-American cooperation, stressing its historical
nature and consolidation beyond political summits, thanks to the systematic work of
various organisations. He also mentioned the recognition that the OEI received this year
with the Princess of Asturias Award in the category of International Cooperation.

Delich identified challenges in the governance of the Ibero-American cooperation system,
calling for a strengthening of the effectiveness of its multilateral bodies. He also pointed
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out the need to better coordinate agendas between ministries and foreign affairs
departments within countries to optimise results.

Regarding the latest Ibero-American Summit, Delich highlighted its importance as a high-
level political space, though he regretted that key ministerial meetings related to
education and culture did not take place. He called for a reconsideration of the
cooperation models and political linkage to provide the Ibero-American community with a
stronger and more coherent voice, both internally and in the global context.

In conclusion, Delich expressed his commitment to strengthening governance in lbero-
American cooperation, proposing the need for strategic reflection to face current and
future challenges.

Carmen Ferndndez Torres, ambassadress-at-large for the Ibero-American Summits and
Space, emphasised Spain’s commitment to strengthening the Ibero-American Summit
system and thanked Ecuador’s Foreign Ministry for its leadership during the process that
culminated in the recent summit. She acknowledged the joint effort of participating
countries and stressed that, although the expected consensus was not reached on some key
documents, the work done laid a solid foundation for advancing Ibero-American
cooperation.

Fernandez Torres highlighted three key points of the summit: consensus as the central axis
of the system, the importance of the 26 special statements negotiated during the process,
and the role of the summits as a space for political projection and cooperation. Despite
logistical and political challenges, she noted that these documents address priority issues
such as child malnutrition, climate change, artificial intelligence, and digital rights, among
others.

She acknowledged the difficulties the summit faced, such as the lack of consensus on
certain topics due to divergent stances from countries like Argentina and Cuba, as well as
the absence of key delegations from Venezuela, Mexico, and Nicaragua. However, she
reaffirmed Spain’s commitment, as the upcoming pro tempore presidency, to adapt
cooperation methods to tackle a changing global and regional landscape.

In her speech, Fernandez also advocated for improving interministerial and
interinstitutional coordination, promoting the participation of associated observers, and
strengthening horizontality and mutual respect as guiding principles. With a focus on
innovation and resilience, she highlighted the role of Ibero-American languages and
cultures as key assets in projecting the region globally.

Finally, she expressed Spain’s willingness to consolidate the summit system asan effective
and unified tool to tackle the region's common challenges, promoting joint reflection that
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would lead to tangible outcomes and strengthen the sense of community among lbero-
American countries.

The ambassadress of Ecuador to Spain, Wilma Andrade, emphasised the importance of
dialogue and cooperation within the Ibero-American framework, highlighting the deep
cultural connection and historical ties between Ecuador and Spain. She also pointed out the
support provided by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and international
organisations such as SEGIB and the Ibero-American Organization for Education, with a
focus on regional cooperation to face shared challenges.

Andrade stressed the main thematic areas of the Ibero-American Summit: innovation,
inclusion, and sustainability, noting their relevance in addressing issues such as
insufficient investment, the fight against poverty, gender equity, and climate change. She
also highlighted Ecuador’s initiatives in gender equity and youth employability policies,
which aim to provide job opportunities to a predominantly young population.

On the topic of sustainability, Andrade emphasised the impacts of climate change,
illustrated by phenomena such as the drought in Ecuador and floods in Spain. She called
for strengthening cooperation in key areas such as biodiversity, renewable energy, and
climate justice.

She also highlighted the role of Ecuador’s pro tempore Secretariat in organising the
summit, which, despite the political and social challenges in the region, managed to make
progress on concrete cooperation agendas. Andrade advocated for strengthening
mechanisms to monitor the agreements reached and fostering the participation of various
sectors, including academia, civil society, and the judiciary, to consolidate more robust
democracies.

Finally, she thanked Yuste Foundation for fostering spaces for reflection and highlighted
its work in promoting democracy, human rights, and social integration between Europe and
Ibero-America, reaffirming the need to continue consolidating a shared agenda for the
sustainable and fair development of the region.

José Frederico Ludovice praised the quality and complementarity of the speeches made
during the event, highlighting the analyses of the Ibero-American Summit presented by
ambassadress Carmen Fernandez, the president, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He
particularly recognised the valuable suggestions made by Wilma Andrade regarding the
strengthening of future cooperation and the prominent role of the Ibero-American
Organization (Ol) in the region.

He emphasised the importance of fostering unity and collaboration among the various
Ibero-American organizations and actors. Noting the magnitude and complexity of the
challenges facing the Ibero-American community, he stated that the priority should be to

EUROPEAN AND IBERO-AMERICAN ACADEMY OF YUSTE FOUNDATION

www.fundacionyuste.es

27


http://www.fundacionyuste.es/

MINISTERIO \ @ FUNDACION

DE ASUNTOS I YUSTE
EXT,ERIORES’ ACADEMIA EUROPEA E
UNION EUROPEA IBEROAMERICANA

pool efforts rather than divide them. In this context, he stressed the need to work in a
complementary manner to effectively address the region’s problems.

Ludovice concluded by suggesting the initiation of a debate or exchange of ideas as a means
to enrich discussions and progress towards collective solutions.

The debate during this panel discussion focused on key issues within the Ibero-American
context, addressing innovation, productivity, vocational training, and the strengthening of
interregional cooperation, highlighting the need to advance in these areas through an
inclusive and interconnected perspective.

A major emphasis was placed on creating an Ibero-American data framework that
incorporates proprietary linguistic models, positioning multilingualism as a valuable asset
in new technologies. Simultaneously, the challenge of improving productivity in Latin
America was underlined; despite economic growth, significant advancements in this area
remain elusive. Priorities were identified in enhancing human resources and fostering
intersectoral dialogue between education and the productive sector, exemplified by
initiatives such as the Ibero-American Institute for Education and Productivity, which aims
to bridge the gap between business and academia.

Technological innovation and artificial intelligence were presented as key opportunities for
the region. While the vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem, including a notable output of
unicorn companies, was acknowledged, the need to strengthen vocational training to close
the gap between education and market demands was stressed. Artificial intelligence was
noted as a challenge for education systems, requiring a focus on foundational skills such as
“learning to learn” and improving literacy and numeracy.

In the realm of international cooperation, projects supported by organizations like the
European Union and CAF were cited, particularly those backing reforms in vocational
training in countries like Paraguay. The importance of south-south and triangular
cooperation was also highlighted as a way to tackle shared challenges.

Governance and justice were also discussed, with calls to strengthen democracy and
address structural problems. A proposal emerged for a permanent dialogue mechanism to
facilitate fluid interaction between experts, governments, and civil society. This would
leverage digital connectivity to foster more active cooperation between Ibero-American
and European countries.

Finally, the importance of effective communication and youth participation was
highlighted as essential for revitalising the concept of an Ibero-American community.
Ensuring that achievements are tangible and relevant to younger generations was deemed
crucial. The session concluded by identifying the main challenge as enhancing the
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connection and dissemination of existing initiatives to consolidate measurable and
sustainable results.

BLOCK 3— LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE OF CELAC-EU RELATIONS

ROUND TABLE: The 2025 EU-CELAC Summit in the Current International Geopolitical
Context

e Santiago Mejia Idarraga. Minister Counsellor in charge of Political Affairs at the
Embassy of Colombia.

e Elena Nevado del Campo. Vice-president of EUROLAT - Parliamentary
Assembly EU-LAC of the European Parliament.

e Juan Carlos Gafo Acevedo. Spanish Ambassador and Deputy Director-General
for Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean, Secretariat of State for Ibero-
America and the Caribbean and Spanish Worldwide, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
European Union and Cooperation

Juan Carlos Gafo Acevedo, Spanish ambassador and deputy director-general for Mexico,
Central America, and the Caribbean at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union
and Cooperation, participated in a forum in Santa Maria de Guadalupe focusing on the
future of bi-regional relations between the European Union (EU) and Latin America and
the Caribbean (LAC). In his address, he emphasised the importance of strengthening
strategic collaboration between the two regions within an evolving and challenging
geopolitical landscape characterised by multidimensional crises.

Gafo highlighted that despite differences in their international agendas, the EU and LAC
share core values such as democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and
multilateralism. He also underlined the economic and commercial significance of Latin
America to the EU, which is the region’s leading investor and third-largest trading partner.
However, he pointed out shared challenges, including democratic backsliding, inequality,
insecurity, and migration flows, advocating for a cooperative and constructive approach to
addressing these issues.

In preparation for the upcoming EU-CELAC Summit in Bogota (2025), the ambassador
outlined key action areas, including the consolidation of pending trade agreements, such as
those with Mercosur and Mexico, and promoting regional integration in Latin America as
a cornerstone of its international relevance. He also stressed the importance of maintaining
a continuous political and technical dialogue that integrates Latin America's priorities and
fosters joint initiatives in critical areas like sustainability and combating climate change.
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In his conclusion, Gafo advocated for keeping the EU-CELAC agenda active, preserving
achievements, and building a strategic relationship grounded in shared values, inclusive
dialogue, and concrete actions. He reaffirmed Spain and the EU’s commitment to
supporting Latin America's development, enhancing their partnership as global allies in
addressing shared challenges.

Santiago Mejia Idarraga, minister counsellor in charge of Political Affairs atthe Embassy
of Colombia, represented ambassador Avila at the forum organised by the Yuste
Foundation. In his address, Mejia underscored the relevance of the CELAC-EU Summits
as platforms to ensure stability amid growing geopolitical and economic uncertainties.

He highlighted how global political transformations are testing established multilateral
principles and advocated for a “hinge convergence” to safeguard agreements achieved over
past decades, avoiding ideological polarisation that could jeopardise these forum’ viability.
Mejia identified specific challenges for Latin America, including overcoming poverty and
addressing necessary transformations in production models, both of which directly
influence the region's foreign policy.

Mejia also focused on the pillars of Colombian foreign policy under president Gustavo
Petro, particularly the strategic emphasis on “total peace”. This vision entails structural
reforms in areas such as agrarian reform, justice, non-repetition, and territorial
development. He emphasised the need for international support to ensure the effective
implementation of the 2016 Peace Agreement and Colombia's sustainability goals, as
embodied in initiatives like the “peace with nature” declaration.

Additionally, the minister counsellor discussed the challenges and opportunities Colombia
faces as it prepares to assume the pro tempore presidency of several regional and global
forums in 2025, including CELAC-EU, the Andean Community, and the Pacific Alliance.
He highlighted the European Union’s pivotal role as a partner in Colombia's peace
processes and its financing of sustainable development projects.

Finally, Mejia called on the European Union to foster greater regional integration in Latin
America and to reassess the impact of its legislation —such as laws on deforestation and
artificial intelligence— on countries in the region. He stressed that the EU must strengthen
its commitment to multilateralism and democratic values while exploring new models of
practical cooperation. He cited the BRICS framework as a potential reference for
overcoming ideological barriers and promoting inclusive economic development.

Elena Nevado del Campo, Vice President of the EUROLAT Parliamentary Assembly,
highlighted the significance of cooperation between Europe and Latin America during her
speech at an event organised by the Fundacion Academia Europea de Yuste.
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Nevado del Campo underscored that, although the European Parliament lacks executive
powers, it plays a crucial role in ratifying agreements and measures shaping interregional
relations. She emphasised that joint efforts should focus on fostering stability in the face
of global challenges, particularly in anincreasingly multipolar world. She also stressed the
importance of ensuring strong participation by heads of State at key events, such as
the CELAC Summit in Colombia in 2024, to facilitate meaningful agreements.

The vice president identified enduring challenges for both regions, including
peacebuilding, poverty reduction, sustainable development, and climate change. She
reassured attendees that despite changes in the European Commission, the objectives
established during the EU-CELAC Summit of 2023 would remain intact. She highlighted
strategic cooperation areas like trade and climate change and noted progress on pending
trade agreements, such as the Mercosur deal, along with the over €45 billion committed
through more than 130 programmes during the Brussels summit.

In her conclusion, Nevado del Campo expressed optimism about the unique opportunity
for Europe and Latin America to strengthen their bi-regional relationship and face global
uncertainties collaboratively. She urged participants to move beyond passive observation
and work towards a strategic and sustainable partnership that would benefit both regions.

The debate focused on enhancing cooperation between the European Union and Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC), stressing the importance of addressing long-term global
challenges such as integration and conflict resolution. Participants agreed that the active
presence of heads of State at summits is vital for shaping direction and ensuring the
feasibility of international agreements.

Key topics included the urgency of finalising pending agreements within the bi-regional
relationship and the potential for cooperation in areas such as transnational organised
crime, drug trafficking, and security. Progress in combating crime through joint initiatives
like COPOLAD and collaboration between Europol and Ameripol was particularly noted
as a positive step forward.

Additionally, the discussion addressed the challenge of migration, highlighting that Latin
America hosts millions of migrants, and the importance of collaboration in managing
natural disasters and transitioning to more sustainable economies. The significance of
digital partnerships and joint research was also underscored, with references to recent
political dialogues in Santiago de Chile on artificial intelligence and connectivity.

International financing emerged as another key issue, with a focus on facilitating access to
resources for Latin American countries, particularly those burdened by high levels of
external debt. Proposals included exploring mechanisms such as debt-for-education or
debt-for-sustainability swaps.
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Topics related to dual citizenship were also raised, highlighting the influence of these
communities on political relations between the two continents. Participants agreed on the
importance of parliamentary diplomacy to strengthen Latin American democracies and
promote peace and the rule of law.

The debate concluded with a proposal to dedicate a specific space during the Seville
Summit in 2025 exclusively to Latin America and the Caribbean. The aim would be to
foster cooperation and development across the region.

ROUNDTABLE: Priorities and Areas of Interest for the 2025-2026 Period: EU-
CELAC

e Alberto Brunori. Director of EU-LAC Foundation.

e Pablo Hurtado Pardo. Director-general for External Action, Regional
Government of Extremadura.

¢ Maria Jimena Duran Sanin. Senior executive, CAF Office for Europe, Asia, and
the Middle East.

Alberto Brunori, director of the EU-LAC Foundation, expressed gratitude to the
organisers and noted that his remarks came during the early months of his tenure. He
outlined the four-year work plan he presented to the Foundation’s board, composed of 61
members from the EU and CELAC. Brunori emphasised the Foundation’s mission to
strengthen and promote the strategic partnership between the two regions, with a particular
focus on civil society engagement, including academia, the private sector, think tanks,
NGOs, and human rights organisations. According to Brunori, this mission is reaffirmed
through continuous consultation and action, serving as facilitators of bi-regional dialogue
and multilateralism.

He outlined three strategic priorities for the current period: strengthening bi-regional
cooperation; promoting political dialogue between the EU and CELAC; and prioritising
follow-up on agreements reached. Regarding specific topics, Brunori highlighted the need
to boost commerce, investment, and equitable economies, while stressing the importance
of involving the private sector in these efforts. He also emphasised the critical role of
democracy, the rule of law, and human rights, particularly the protection of civic spaces
and the inclusion of civil society in political decision-making processes.

The director also highlighted efforts related to gender equality, focusing on a bi-regional
pact for caregiving and strengthening women’s political participation. Regarding the
fight against climate change and international financing, he acknowledged the Caribbean’s
concerns about the global financial architecture and stressed the importance of seeking
consensus on these matters.
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Lastly, Brunori emphasised the need to address security issues, including combating
organised crime and illicit economies, with an inclusive approach that considers their
differentiated impacts on women. He assured that the EU-LAC Foundation would continue
working with various stakeholders to ensure these topics feature prominently on the agenda
of the next summit.

Pablo Hurtado Pardo, director General for External Action at the Regional Government
of Extremadura, participated in the event, underscoring the strategic significance of the
partnership between the European Union (EU) and the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC). He thanked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for its
collaboration with Yuste Foundation, reaffirming Extremadura’s commitment to fostering
the stability of this alliance. Hurtado opened his remarks by offering condolences for the
victims of the DANA (high-altitude isolated depression) disaster in Spain, including
citizens from Extremadura, highlighting the region’s solidarity.

Hurtado presented statistics underscoring the importance of EU-CELAC cooperation,
noting that together, they account for a third of the UN’s members, 21% of the global
GDP, and over 50% of the world’s biodiversity. He addressed the current international
landscape, shaped by the transition within the EU, challenges stemming from US policies,
the war in Ukraine, and tensions in the Middle East. Despite these difficulties, he expressed
cautious optimism about EU-CELAC relations, emphasising the critical role of the 2025
Bogota summit in assessing the outcomes of the 2023 Brussels summit.

For future collaboration priorities, Hurtado highlighted key topics such as the green
transition, cooperation on renewable energy, digital transformation, health, food security,
and the strengthening of institutional and democratic structures. He placed particular
emphasis on the importance of governance, transparency, and the fight against corruption.

He concluded by highlighting Extremadura’s pivotal role as a bridge between Europe and
Latin America, underscoring its historical ties with Hispanic America and the recently
launched Extremestiza strategy, aimed at revitalising this heritage and fostering shared
futures.

Maria Jimena Durdn Sanin, senior executive at CAF’s Europe, Asia, and Middle East
Office, participated in the event, thanking the organisers for the opportunity to discuss EU-
Latin American relations. In her remarks, she stressed the value of regular reviews to assess
progress and challenges in bi-regional cooperation. She noted that the EU-CELAC Summit
of July 2023 marked significant progress by establishing a common roadmap for closer and
more effective collaboration, focusing on tangible global issues rather than perpetuating
the historical disengagement between the two regions.
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Durdn Sanin stressed that the Global Gateway initiative, which promotes a green, digital,
and fair transition, should not be abandoned but rather deepened. She highlighted the
importance of leveraging Latin America’s potential in biodiversity, renewable energy,
agriculture, and raw materials, with a constant focus on adding value. In this context,
she referred to the 75 initiatives driven by CAF, including projects in electrical
interconnection, green hydrogen, and other key areas.

She also outlined three major challenges for the region: the digital divide, infrastructure,
and the energy transition. Despite advancements in digitalisation and concrete projects in
countries such as Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, and El Salvador, she pointed out
persistent inequalities in infrastructure, renewable energy, and social mobility. She stressed
the importance of inclusive social policies to tackle these disparities, particularly in
addressing gender inequality and the needs of Afro-descendant and indigenous
populations.

Durdn Sanin concluded her presentation by stating that, while the challenges are
significant, there are considerable opportunities for advancing physical integration between
Latin America and Europe. She highlighted initiatives such as electrical interconnection,
digital connectivity, and the development of shared infrastructure. She stressed the
importance of collaboration with the private sector and civil society to transform political
declarations into concrete actions that improve quality of life in both regions.

The debate underscored the importance of maintaining a long-term perspective to tackle
regional challenges, particularly those that cannot be resolved immediately but require joint
and sustained efforts. The need for a unified voice, especially in international forums, was
highlighted as a means to strengthen the region’s influence. Panellists addressed various
pre-existing challenges, emphasising the importance of investment and collaboration
between public administration, civil society, and investment organisations to transform
declarations into concrete actions that improve citizens’ quality of life.

The discussion also questioned the role of regions like Extremadura in strengthening
relations between the European Union and Latin America, highlighting the increasing
influence of the European Committee of the Regions and its ability to shape political
decisions. In this context, the active involvement of Extremadura was emphasised,
particularly through the strategic opportunity represented by an Extremaduran MEP
serving as vice-president of EuroLat.

Another key topic was the private sector, whose engagement in global challenges such as
climate change is crucial. The debate addressed the incentives needed to encourage its
participation, stressing the importance of fostering shared awareness of common
challenges. Additionally, the significance of collaboration between the private sector and
other stakeholders, such as academic institutions and governments, was underlined as a
comprehensive approach to these issues.
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Finally, the relevance of higher education and the creation of a regular space for academic
cooperation were highlighted as fundamental tools for strengthening EU-CELAC relations.
The continuation of efforts in this area, despite fluctuations, was emphasised, along with a
commitment to advancing these objectives. The discussion concluded with a reflection on
the importance of converging efforts to achieve swift operational outcomes.

CONCLUSIONS AND CLOSURE

e Monika Krzepkowska — Chargée d'Affaires. Embassy of Poland in Spain.
Presiding over the EU Council in the first half of 2025.

e Pablo Hurtado Pardo. Director-general for External Action, Regional
Government of Extremadura.

e Carmen Fernandez Torres. Ambassadress- at-large for Summits and Ibero-
American Space. State Secretariat for Ibero-America and the Caribbean, and
Spanish Worldwide. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and
Cooperation.

e Santiago Mejia Idarraga. Minister counsellor for Political Affairs at the
Embassy of Colombia in Spain. CELAC Presidency in 2025.

In her closing remarks, Monika Krzepkowska, chargée d'affaires of the embassy of
Poland in Spain, expressed her gratitude for the invitation to the event. She regretted not
being able to attend all the addresses but highlighted the value of following the discussions
online. She underscored the importance of Latin America and the Caribbean as a key area
of interest for the European Union, especially given the current context of international
challenges, such as the Russian aggression against Ukraine, which directly affects Europe
and, in particular, Poland.

She highlighted the threat posed by Russian disinformation, which affects both Europe and
Latin America, with the latter being particularly wvulnerable. In this regard, she noted that
the European Union has made efforts to counter information manipulation, though
challenges remain. She also emphasised the complexities of relations with Latin America,
given the diversity and discrepancies within the region, which calls for a delicate and
equitable diplomatic approach.

Regarding biregional relations, Krzepkowska emphasised the EU’s commitment to
inclusivity and equality, which has been key to avoiding conflicts and strengthening
cooperation. She commented on the organisation of the USELAC summit in Bogota in
2025, noting that Poland, as the EU Council’s presidency holder in the first half of 2025,
will actively support activities to foster dialogue between the two regions.
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Finally, the Polish representative emphasised that one of the priorities for the Polish
presidency will be security in its various dimensions, with a particular focus on combating
Russian disinformation. She concluded her address by reaffirming Poland’s willingness to
collaborate with both Latin American and European countries in facing future challenges,
offering her support to exchange ideas and strengthen bilateral ties.

During the closing session, Pablo Hurtado Pardo, director-general for External Action at
the Regional Government of Extremadura, highlighted the historical relevance of the
region of Extremadura in the relations between Latin America and the European Union,
mentioning that the event had been held in Guadalupe, a symbolic place where, from his
perspective, “everything began”. He stated that Yuste Foundation is the ideal space to
continue hosting such meetings, as it annually provides venues for reflection and analysis
with the participation of experts and representatives from key institutions involved in the
relations between both regions.

Hurtado Pardo thanked all the institutions present and emphasised that the event had been
held in a high-level environment. He expressed confidence that the conclusions drawn
would serve to strengthen bi-regional relations, particularly as the European Council
presidency progresses. He reiterated Extremadura’s commitment to supporting the
reinforcement of these relations, both through the Spanish Government and Yuste
Foundation, and expressed willingness to welcome participants again in future meetings in
the region.

Finally, he concluded his remarks by stressing that Extremadura has much to contribute to
the development of these relations and once again expressed his gratitude to all those
involved.

In her speech, Carmen Ferndndez Torres, ambassadress for Summits and the Ibero-
American Space at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of
Spain, congratulated and thanked Yuste Foundation for its hospitality in hosting the event,
which, she noted, addressed a fundamental issue for the Spanish government: bi-regional
relations between Latin America and the European Union. She emphasised that, in times
of uncertainty, dialogue and mutual understanding are essential to advancing a
common agenda, and underscored the importance of continuing to explore the potential
for cooperation and generating joint solutions to shared problems.

Fernandez Torres emphasised that it is crucial to advance in key areas such as security,
mobility, transitions, environmental respect, and inclusion, with a focus on creating
concrete products that directly impact the lives of citizens. She added that, in the
geopolitical arena, Latin America and the European Union must become an alternative pole
to defend the principles and values that have underpinned their collaboration from the
beginning, promoting greater convergence and faster response times.
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The ambassadress highlighted that one of the greatest achievements of the European Union
has been the implementation of public policies that transform the daily lives of citizens
and raised the question of the cost of the lack of dialogue between Latin America and
the European Union. Finally, she urged the urgent implementation of solutions,
forums, and summits to address the convergence between both regions effectively and
accelerate collaboration in all the mentioned areas.

In his speech, Santiago Mejia Idarraga, minister counsellor in charge of Political Affairs
at the Colombian Embassy in Spain, highlighted the importance of spaces like this for
building a shared agenda between Latin America and the European Union. He emphasised
that, within the framework of Colombia’s presidency of CELAC in 2025, Colombia invites
all participants to join the summit that will take place in Bogota, which, he noted, is not
focused on ground-breaking issues but aims to continue previous progress and focus on
key topics for the future of bi-regional relations.

Mejia highlighted two priority topics for Colombia’s presidency: the peace process in
Colombia and its experience in bi-regional relations, which he believed could contribute to
dialogue and cooperation between the two regions. The second topic was the energy
transition and environmental preservation, a common challenge for both regions, on
which Colombia would focus during the summit.

The minister counsellor also mentioned the importance of strengthening commercial
and investment links, promoting reliable supply chains and sustainable growth. He
also referenced the EU-CELAC Digital Alliance and the progress made on cybersecurity
and human rights defence through technology. In this regard, he highlighted efforts to
strengthen cooperation in this area and other priorities related to economic development
and governance.

Mejia expressed his satisfaction with the proposals made during the event, particularly the
inclusion of security governance, in line with Colombia’s vision of human security based
on peace agreements. He also emphasised the importance of the active participation of
universities in preparing for the summit, noting that more than 10 universities were already
organising similar events to contribute to the analysis and agenda for the summit.

To conclude the consortium, Santiago Mejia Idarraga invited all participants to actively
collaborate in the Bogota summit and expressed his hope to have high-level delegations,
including heads of State and government, to face geopolitical challenges and advance bi-
regional cooperation.

At the closing of the event, after giving the floor once again to the participants, professor
Christian Ghymers emphasised the words of ambassadress Carmen Fernandez Torres about
the need to study the cost of not having a strategic alliance between the CELAC
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countries and the EU, to understand what might be lost when there are so many
actions to be taken.
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